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Water-based vs Solvent-based antifouling 

Let's clear the air. 


Both antifouling types offer products with different levels of effectiveness. 
At all levels, water-based Hydrocoat has proven to be equally or more 
effective and longer lasting than the best solvent-based products. 

And Hydrocoat has 75% less VOCs to pollute the air. 

Not only will everyone breathe easier with Hydrocoat, 
everything about bottom painting will be easier 

Hydrocoat is easier to apply. It goes over anything; whatever is on your 
bottom, Hydrocoat will cover it. Clean-up is also easier. A little soap 
and water is all you need for quick non-toxic clean-up. And there are no 
hazardous wastes to dispose of Bottom painting has never been this easy, 
this clean and this effective. 



The World's Best 
Selling Multi-Season, 
Water-Based Ablative 


The World's Best 
Selling Dual-Biocide, 
Multi-Season, Water- 
Based Ablative 


The World's Best 
Selling Dual-Biocide, 
Copper-Free, Multi- 
Season, Water-Based 
Ablative 



Pettitpaint.com/ lowerVOC 



Apply the future. 










VEAR$ 



05/2015 


VOL. 76/NO 05 



ws*,, 

CtllHiHtfi 


THE TROUT SPECIALISTS 

PRO INSIGHTS FOR — 

^ PRO TUNAJAQICS 

■ ^^f^R~REW&NA^CEXKltRTt': 

KELP CRUSHERS 

^^T^RNAMENT PROS DIVULGE 

BIG SEATROUT FROM 

^ JA'ICE^UNa' FISHING 

THEIR SECRETS FOR CATCHING 

EAST TO WEST 

TO JH E-NEXT. LEVEL 

MONSTER CALICO BASS 

BY BOB MCNALLY 

BY RIC BURNLEY 

BY JIM HENDRICKS 


6 SALTWATERSPORTSMAN.COM -MAY 201 5 


FLORIDA SILVER RUSH 




ON THE COVER 

Yellowfin tuna are highly coveted, 
but it takes fine-tuned techniques 
to catch them consistently. 

PHOTO BY: Adrian Gray 


TOP TARPON GUIDES SOLVE THE 
SPRING MIGRATION RIDDLE 


BY ALEX SUESCUN 






FEATURES 




SAM ROOT 





HAVE A 





AIRGILL CHILL ZERO 


We combined Omni-Shade sun protection with Omni-Freeze ZERO 
sweat-activated cooling technology to create a feeling so awesome 
we had to make up words to describe it. Experience it for yourself. 
Visit columbia.com/PFG. 


^Columbia 
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Gcot> Sto«/£S a*^£LY TAKB Ft^£ 

YETI COOLERS ARE BUILT lO BE INDEMRUCTIBLE AND KEEP ItE FdR DAYS. 


BUILT FOR FINDING YOURSELF IN THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE. BUILT FOR CHASING YOUR WHITE WHALE 
BUILT FOR WHATEVER YOU CAN PUT IT THROUGH. BUILT FOR THE WILD. 




ULFISHEIMEN 

MECREIITEDEtllHL 


SOME JiiT USE 
BETIEI UNE 


Serious fisherman know that, with every cast, there s 
a Lot on the Line. Suh'x® 832 Advance^ SuperLine® 
is engineered with seven Dyneema® Fil}ers and one 
GORt® Performance fliber to create a braid that's 
rounder, stronger and tougher. Uncompromising. 

Like the angLers who depend on it. 



SEE HOW EASY 

DIY ROD BUILDING 

CMIBEL- 

of ' ■ 


Excludes AFTCO™ and OKUMA™, Retail only. One time use oniy. 
Customer must be logged in to redeem coupon code. 


ROD BUIIPINS e TACKLE I CRAFTINB 


MUDH0LE.C0M/S/lLT 

(800) 284-9549 
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SOMETIMES MEN 
CALL IN SICK 
WHEN THEY’RE 
NOT REALLY SICK, 

AND SOMETIMES 
THOSE MEN 
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PRO IS AS 
PRO DOES 



T | This column 
: / generally takes 
up its own 
causes, tells its 
own stories, tries to 
provide some insight into 
something that’s not found 
elsewhere between the 
covers. As a rule, we don’t 
just reiterate what’s in the 
pages ahead in order to fill 
space. But putting this, our 
annual Pro Issue, together 
this month was particularly 
enjoyable. So we have to 
tout this issue as being espe- 
cially engaging — it was for 
us — and assembling this 


collection of expert advice 
and detailed information 
prompted some questions. 

Such as: What’s a Pro 
Issue? Is it an issue for 
pros? Well, maybe, but not 
necessarily. We hope even the 
experts can learn a thing or 
two from this month’s stories. 

Our take on it is that it’s a 
collection of stories, not so 
much about the pros them- 
selves, but an opportunity for 
them to showcase and share 
what they know and what 
they’ve learned, and the way 
they approach their days on 
the water that makes them 




FIRED UP: 

Every day on the 
water holds a new 
set of lessons. 


worth listening to. / 

What’s a pro, anyway? 
Obviously someone who \ 

does what they do for money, 
but when it comes to fishing, 
there’s not a whole lot of 
that sitting around waiting 
to be claimed. Tournament 
fishing is a different game, 
a smaller subset of what we 
do, and while there’s often 
cash winnings involved, that 
would be a tough way to try to 
make a living, pay a mortgage 
and raise a family. So it’s not 
about earning power. 

In most endeavors, and 
most sports, the pros are the 
luminaries, the performers, 
the top athletes. Our featured 
pros this month are certainly 
some of the best at what 
they do, but what they do is a 
little different. Ours is not 
a spectator sport: We don’t 
go out on the water with a 
captain to watch them catch 
fish. We go with them so we 
can catch fish. 

For fishing pros, success, 
day in and day out, is 
measured by the success of 
someone else: the anglers 
who fish with them. At the 
end of the day, they succeed 
when they make someone 
else the star, as opposed to 
shining their own. 

So what they do is all about 
discovery and sharing. We 
think you’ll find something 
in what these pros have 
to say that helps you be a 
better angler. This issue is 
packed with their hard-won 



SUCCESS, 
DAYINA]\D 
DAY OUT, IS 
MEASURED 
BY THE 
SUCCESS OF 
SOMEONE 
ELSE” 



experience and knowledge. 

It’s also about feeling the 
adventure and excitement 
that every day on the water 
brings. There’s always 
something new to learn in 
this game — and something to 
look forward to. It still works 
for me. I’m fired up to fish for 
calico bass in the kelp off 
Southern California. ® 



Glenn Law 
Editor-in-Chief 

glenn.law@bonniercorp.com 
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The Yellowfin 24 Bay Carbon Elite sets the 
bar higher than any other Bay boat brand. 
Yellowfin once again pushes the envelope 
of technology. By introducing a carbon fiber 
weave which was specifically engineered for 
the 24 and the combination of 1 00% vinyl 
ester resin and resin infusion, we were able 
to reduce the weight by 25%. This reduction 
gives us a shallower draft, better fuel 
economy, and a faster top end. 


Our customers asked for it, and we delivered 
An all new layout with a built-in fish box/ 
cooler and a forward step up to the front 
deck enabling anglers easy access. With 
individual, spacious storage lockers to stow 
gear you can easily put all your tackle away. 
An all new ergonomically flowing console, 
providing room for two 1 2 inch screens 
and a more spacious aft cockpit. Is this 
your dream boat? You bet It is. 


traducing the ALL NEW 


Carbon Elite Series 


YellowfinYachts.com 


Yellowfin Yachts 2059 58th Avenue Circle East, Bradenton, FL 34203 | (941) 753-7828 Fax (941) 753-2540 
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EVERY BOAT NEEDS A PROTECTOR 


PmCRESS/i/E 

1 .800.PROGRESSIVE / PROGRESSIVE.COM 






Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates 
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JOHN FRAZIER 
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STATE -BASED 
SNAPPER PLAN 

FIVE GULF OF MEXICO STATES MOVE TOWARD 
TAKING OVER RED SNAPPER MANAGEMENT. 


PROPOSED BILL COULD 
REDUCE CORN ETHANOL 
IN FUEL 


BIG SHIFT: 

^Gulf red snapper 
management could 
soon be in the hands 
of the states. 


Directors 
of the fish 
and wildlife 
agencies from 
Alabama, Florida, 
Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Texas announced a new 
agreement for state-hased 
management of Gulf 
of Mexico red snapper, 
presently managed hy the 


Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council. 

The agreement would 
transfer management from 
the Council to the states 
through the proposed 
Gulf States Red Snapper 
Management Authority. 
“It’s clear that the states are 
best equipped to manage 
this valuable fishery. It’s 


time we give them that 
opportunity,” says Mike 
Nussman, president and 
CEO of the American 
Sportfishing Association. 

Under this structure, each 
state would implement a 
plan for its waters out to 200 
miles. “States have proven to 
be highly successful at fish 
and wildlife management in 


a way that conserves natural 
resources while allowing for 
reasonable public access,” 
says Jeff Angers, president 
of the Center for Coastal 
Conservation. “Faced with 
an untenable situation, 
the states have risen to the 
challenge and collectively 
identified a clear path to a 
more balanced fishery. ” 
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TALK ON THE DOCK 


CASTS + 


BLASTS 
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HOOK QUERY/ 

When George Poveromo wrote about 
cedar plugs, he thought spacer beads 
above the hook would increase hookups. 
He recommended using a circle hook. 
Has George tried this and did it work? 

Brian Willison 
via email 


Poveromo responds: “Yes, it works very 
well. Adding spacer beads above the eye 
of an inline circle hook (or J hook) allows 
the fish to fully clamp down on the hook 
for more solid hookups. We’ve caught 
blackfin tuna, dolphin andkingfish 
with this setup. 

-Ed. 



yPENN BATTZB II 


With the same Full Metal Body and HT-100 
drag system you’ve come to trust, the NEW 
Battle II has been engineered to manage 
line better, achieve higher drag pressure. 


and resist corrosion better than ever 
before. For a perfectly balanced set-up 
match the NEW Battle II with our NEW 30 
Ton Graphite Battalion inshore rods. 


PROP 

CORRECTION// 

Working for an authorized Honda 
outboard dealer, I have propped 
countless boats over the years. I’d like to 
point out one error in the Propeller 101 
article [March] and make a important 
point, which was lightly touched on. 

Your article stated, “If your boat is 
currently revving to only 5,400 rpm, 
adding 2 inches of pitch should put it in 
ideal operating range.” This should have 
stated: subtracting 2 inches of pitch. 

The importance of propping to the 
recommended WOT range should 
not be glossed over. When I sea-trial a 
new Honda, I am required to verify the 
WOT. Honda wants to see their engines 
in the upper end of the recommended 
range. A boat engine is constantly going 
uphill. A prop with too much pitch is like 
trying to ride a 10-speed bicycle in high 
gear up a hill. This labors the engine and 
shortens its life. Generally, unless your 
boat can reach 50 mph, any prop over 
17 pitch is too much. The average boat 
in my market is propped correctly with 
15 or 17 inches of pitch, regardless of the 
number of engines. 

Joseph Cumberland 
via email 


PRO RELEASE/// 

I am an avid striper fisherman in 
New Jersey and Massachusetts. We 
are witnessing fewer quality fish every 
year. We are harvesting too many. There 
is a lot of science, but what common 
sense and Mother Nature tell us 
trumps the studies. 

We need to harvest less fish, especially 
breeding-size stripers. I made atrip 
to Black Lake in New York a few years 
ago and that lake is filled with fish. I 
asked, why such good fishing? The 
answer was the guys back in the ’80s 
were taking too many fish, realized their 
mistake and now practice just catch- 
and-release. Same scenario, I thought, 
upon returning from Guatemala, a Third 
World country with world-class sailfish 
— all catch- and-release. That says it 
all. Keep promoting catch-and-release 
whenever possible. 

Jejf Petri 
Allentown, Pennsylvania 
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UNDERWATER 


WITH THE CP570’S TOURNAMENT-WINNING 
WIDE-SPECTRUM CHIRP SONAR YOU CAN SPENO 


MORS^TIME CATCWW^ISH,,ANO LESS TIME 
LOOKING HJR them; ' 








iwpT s, “ 283 *. 




4 -: 


NEW 

CP570 PROFESSIONAL \ " 
CHIRP SONAR 


SEE THE CP570 IN ACTION AT 
WWW.RAYMARINE.COM 


Raymarin^ 
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CASTS + BLASTS 



SPARE PARTS?/ 

I happened to be looking at some old 
issues and noticed the striper on the 
cover of the October 2014 issue. There 
appears to be something black sticking 
out of the gills of the fish. What could 
it be? 


It’s a pectoral fin that looks out of place 
due to the angle of the fish. —Ed. 


DESIGN BEEF// 

I’m probably in the minority, but I don’t 
like your new format at all. Splashing 


color over every page has detracted from 
the layout, and it has not improved the 
magazine. I’m old school. I can read 
without the print being in various colors. 
I actually feel that the glut of pictures 
has interrupted the continuity of some 
articles. It might be prettier, but it has 
lost some of its function. I have enjoyed 
SWS for years, but this change is not for 
the better. 

Don Ward 
via email 


NEW 

BATTLES/// 

After moving on from the Cape Cod 
Commercial Fishermen’s Alliance, I am 
working with the Gulf of Mexico Reef 
Fish Shareholders’ Alliance now. It’s a 
nice change of pace to be fighting over a 
rebuilding resource (red snapper), rather 
than a declining one (cod). But with it 
comes a whole suite of new issues. 

I saw Rip Cunningham’s article in the 
March issue and want to commend him 
on a well-written piece. While we may 
agree to disagree on a number of points 
in the article, the story was a step above 
the jargon-filled, inflammatory and 
outright incorrect media statements I’ve 
seen in the Gulf over the last 18 months. 

Eric Brazer Jr., 
Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish 
Shareholders’ Alliance, 
via email 


NEWS LINES 

NEW YORK 
STRIPER REGS/ 


Ricky Pitt 
via email 


Find out if your transducer is working instantly 
with the TDT1 000 

• Connect directly to Airmar's database and 
compare the vessel's onboard transducer 
to its original, factory-approved test results 

• Simply install Airmar's custom app on your 
Bluetooth LE-enabled iOS or Android device, 
connect to the TDT1 000 and get started 

• Achieve accurate results quickly and email 
the results to a dealer, installer, boat owner, 
or even an Airmar technician 

V\/e’ve got you covered. 


Coming in 2015! 


AIRMAR' 

TECHNOLOGY CORPORATION 




SAVING STRIPERS: New bag and size limits in 
New York promise a 25 percent take reduction. 

CONTINUES P. 20 
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For anglers who 

refuse to compromise, Boston Whaler designs offshore hshing boats 
that trounce the competition in quality, comfort and reliability. 
Count on features like dedicated leaning posts, huge livewells 
and convenient rod holders to arm you for the task at hand. 
Trust in powerful Mercury® Verado outboard engines to deliver 
peak performance. And with more than a dozen cutting-edge 
new models, including the bold 350 Outrage and the versatile 210 
Dauntless, Whaler has more to offer todays anglers than ever. With 
Boston Whaler, you’re not just unsinkable — you’re unstoppable. 


For the thrill of 
the hunt, count on the 

UMjr€KJCA^k^^. 


www.bostonwhaler.com 




TALK ON THE DOCK 



MILLENNIUM 


R ISIEN CI-RSS 
OF COMraRT 



5M laa SERIES 

FERTURES 

- All day comfort and lumbar support 

- UV resistant to sun and elements 
-All aluminum construction 

- Breathable mesh design 

- 3 year warranty 

Material Anodized Aluminum 

Capacity 400 lbs. 

Seat Size W 20” D 1 3 -1 7” 



To comply with the Atlantic States 
Marine Fishery Commission’s 
(ASMFC) mandated 25 percent harvest 
reduction of striped hass, the New York 
State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) has established new 
regional bag and size limits: 

1 . Marine and coastal district (south 
of George Washington Bridge): one fish, 
28 inches or larger during the April 15 
through Dec. 15 season. 

2. Hudson River (all tributaries north 
of George Washington Bridge and all 
inland waters): one fish, 18 to 28 inches 
or one fish over 40 inches during the 
April 15 through Dec. 15 season. 

3. Delaware River: one fish, 28 inches 
or larger, with no closed season. 


ETHANOL OUT 
OF FUEL? 



PURE FUEL: The boating industry supports the 
reduction of corn ethanol levels in fuel. 


Senators Dianne Feinstein, D -Calif., and 
Pat Toomey, R-Pa., introduced bill S.577, 
the Corn Ethanol Mandate Elimination 
Act of 2015, which would kill the corn 
ethanol mandate of the Renewable Fuel 
Standard (RFS). 

The powerful corn lobby has been 
pushing to increase the percentage of 
ethanol, which threatens boat engines 
and marine fuel systems. 

Although the new bill falls short of 
capping the amount of ethanol required 
in motor fuels, if passed, it could lead 
to a rethinking of the Renewable Fuel 
Standard and eliminate the threat of E15 
fuels mandated for use in boats. 

The boating industry hopes this 
emerging strong bicameral approach to 
RFS reform will result in congressional 
action this year. 
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LIMIT CHANGE: Lingcod limits are among the 
changes under new California regulations. 



CALIFORNIA’S ® 
NEW RULES/// m 

The California Fish and Game 
Commission adopted several changes to 
its current fishing regulations for state 
waters up to 3 miles from shore. New 
bag limits include: 

1 . An increase in the lingcod bag limit 
from two to three fish. 

2. A sub-bag limit of five black rockfish 
within the 10 fish Rockfish, Cabezon, 

Greenling (RCG) complex bag limit. 

3. Take and possession of bronze- 
spotted rockfish, canary rockfish, 
cowcod and yelloweye rockfish are 
prohibited statewide. 

Among the changes is a statewide 
closure on California scorpionfish 
from Sept. 1 through Dec. 31, and new 
open-season dates and allowable fishing 
depths for recreational Groundfish 
Management Areas: 

NORTHERN: Open May 15 through 
Oct. 31, in 120 feet or less. 

MENDOCINO: Open May 15 through 
Oct. 31, in 120 feet or less. 

SAN FRANCISCO: Open April 15 
through Dec. 31, in 180 feet or less. 

CENTRAL: Open April 1 through Dec. 

31, in 240 feet or less. 

SOUTHERN: Open March 1 through 
Dec. 31, in 360 feet or less. 
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LT. JOHN CROFTS, NOAA CORPS (TOP RIGHT); STEVE VAUGHN (CENTER) 







GPSMAP 

7600xsv 

SERIES 




Our best networking combo series ever. 

The GPSMAP 7600xsv chartplotter/sonar combo series provides the perfect 
combination of performance, ease of use, and feature integration. Available with 7", 8", 
10", 12" and 16" multi-touch widescreen displays, they feature built-in advanced IkW 
dual CHIRP sonar, and both Garmin CHIRP DownVu™ and CHIRP SideVu™ scanning sonar 
for the clearest scanning sonar images on the water. Preloaded with both BlueChart® g2 
U.S. coastal charts and U.S. LakeVu™ HD maps, built-in Wi-Fi, and a 10 Hz internal GPS. 


GARMIN 

L 


Visit marine2015.garmin.com for more info. 


Marine 2015 


©201 5 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries 
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BEST RED 

Lisa Garza took advantage of a recent holiday weekend to wet a 
line. She caught the largest fish other angling career, this hefty 
38-inch, 12-pound redfish, while fishing with charter guide 
Capt. Gary Cooper off Estes Flats, near Port Aransas, Texas. 


ROP US A LINE 


Got a piece of good news to share? Want to gripe? Like to see your thoughts on the pages of Salt 
Water Sportsman? Send your letters, manuscripts and any relevant comments to editor@saltwater 
sportsman.com or via U.S. mail: SWS Editor, 460 N. Orlando Ave., Suite 200, Winter Park, FL 32789. 
Unsolicited manuscripts are welcomed but will not be acknowledged or returned unless accompanied 
by an SASE. We are not responsible for unsolicited manuscripts or photographs. CUSTOMER SERVICE 
AND SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES: saltwatersportsman.com/cs or 800-759-2127. Outside the United 
States: 800-979-6828; Back Issues: 800-464-281 9; Bulk Reprints: 877-652-5295, ext. 1 1 7. 
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sws 

KIDS 


TRAVELING ANGLER 
RYDERTREMBLAY,7 

Ryder has landed 
many species in his 
home state, along 
with stripers and 
blues in Connecticut; 
smallmouthbass in 
Lake Winnipesaukee, 
New Hampshire; 
landlocked salmon 
through the ice in 
Moosehead Lake, 
Maine; and king 
salmon in Lake 
Ontario. His goal is 
to catch a fish in all 
50 states. He hopes 
to be a pro hockey 
player when he grows 
up, but his idea for 
retirement is to teach 
kids how to fish from 
his own charter boat. 


TALENTED 
CONSERVATIONIST 
GRACIE SHARP, 12 

Gracie is an honor 
student and award- 
winning gymnast, but 
her first love is fishing. 
Come rain or shine, 
she is ready to stay on 
the water all day. A 
junior member of the 
CCA and contributor 
to the Mobile Bay 5 
Rivers Delta Center 
in Spanish Fort, 
Alabama, Gracie 
believes in conserva- 
tion of backwaters, 
bays and the Gulf, and 
she aspires to be a 
marine biologist. 


DETERMINED 
FISHERMAN 
CAMERON SHAW, 11 

Fishing off North 
Carolina with his dad 
on their brand-new 25 
Gamefish, Cameron 
landed his first fish: a 
gaffer dolphin. Born 
with spina bifida, 
Cameron has difficulty 
walking and can’t play 
sports, but he didn’t 
let that challenge stop 
him from fighting the 
fish, for 15 minutes 
with a stand-up belt, to 
his dad’s waiting gaff. 
Recovering well from 
his fifth major surgery, 
he eagerly anticipates 
fishing again later 
this season. 


South Hadley, 
Massachusetts 


Foley, Alabama 


Chesapeake, Virginia 



NOMINATE A KID SI/l/S recognizes kids 

who represent sportsmanship, passion and proficiency in saltwater fishing. To nominate 
an exceptional Salt Water Kid, email us at swkids@saltwatersportsman.com. 
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Large dry hatch 
and shock cord 
rigging keeps 
items in piace 


Exclusively at 


Pompano 120 Angler Kayak 


Adjustable 
foot brace 
system 


Large stern 
storage area 
for big gear 


Small dry 
hatches for 
valuables 


Molded-in 
seat with 
comfort 
seating 




westmarine.com/kayaks 


You 


Two flush- 
mount rod 
holders 







01 . 

BLACKTIP 

COMBO 


New to West Marine's exclusive line of 
Blacktip fishing gear, the Blacktip Baitcaster 
CVL-400 combo includes a Shimano 
Corvalus CVL-400 reel with 5.2-to-1 gear ratio 
and a matched medium-action casting rod 
designed to win battles with tough saltwater 
fish. The reel readily handles both monofila- 
ment and braided line and benefits from 
the smoothness of three bearings plus one 
roller bearing. It features cast-aluminum 
frame and side plates to withstand exposure 
to the salt, 1 1 pounds of drag for serious 
stopping power, as well as Shimano's anti- 
backlash Variable Brake System and Super 
Stopper and Assist Stopper to eliminate back 
play. $199.99; westmarine.com 
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A classic favorite gets an update this season 
with Sperry's Kingfisher 2 performance 
shoe. The lighter, sleeker styling reduces 
shock and vibration by 50 percent, a 
25 percent improvement over previous 
models. Expect maximum traction and 
stability thanks to the Adaptive Wave-Siping 
feature and Hydro Grip rubber for a super 
sticky outsole that disperses water across 
wet and slippery surfaces. The Kingfisher 2 
also increases cushioning and comfort from 
heel to toe with enhanced ASV Technology, 
which helps offset the effects of pounding 
waves and engine vibrations to protect 
back, knees and hips for daylong comfort. 
$140; sperry.com 
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CAN WE 
ACTUALLY 
COUNT? 


UNCERTAIN STEPS ON THE ROAD TO STRIPED BASS RECOVERY. 


BY RIP CUNNINGHAM 


I 


year’s fishing gets underway, most 
states will have some new regulations 
for the taking of striped bass. So check 
the regs. I think this is a positive step, 
but I will also say that I am not sure of 
how big or little that step really is. 

This past summer and fall, the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission (ASMFC) has been 
studying the results of the latest 
striped bass assessment and using 
those results to craft new regulations 
for this popular fish. They put the 


I It seems like I have not 
Z written about striped bass 
rf for a long time. Maybe 
no news is good news — or 
at least not bad news. As this 


proposed suite of measures out for 
public comment. What they received 
back was a lot of public sentiment 
for the most conservative option, 
which was implementing a 25 percent 
reduction of the 2013 catch for 2015. A 
lot of folks look at the downward trend 
of the spawning-stock biomass and 
they feel that this proposed change is 
not big enough. I honestly do not know 
because I wonder how they can predict 
future behavior of the recreational 
angler by looking at the past. In what 
appears to be a changing fishery, this 
could be the classic recipe for trouble. 

I am not sa 5 dng that the folks who 
work on this at the ASMFC are not 
competent. Some are the best in the 


business, but, in my opinion, there are 
too many unknown variables to allow 
for real accuracy. 

The ASMFC Striped Bass Board with 
input from the Technical Committee 
selected a 25 percent reduction for 
the 2013 coastal states’ harvest and a 
Chesapeake Bay states reduction of 
20.5 percent. The Board recommended 
a limit of one fish at 28 inches to 
achieve the desired reduction for 
coastal states, and, as has happened 
in the past, the ASMFC allows states 
to implement different regulations as 
long as the Technical Committee can 
determine that there is conservation 
equivalency with the recommended 
measures. Ahhhh, there’s the rub. 
Equivalency can be one thing on paper 
and completely different in reality. 

Let’s take a state that simply 
agrees with the ASMFC recommended 
reduction from two fish at 28 inches 


THERE’S 
THE RUB. 
EQUIVALENCY 
CAN BE ONE 
THING ON 
PAPER AND 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT 
IN REALITY.” 



minimum to one fish at 28 inches. 

Some would immediately think this a 
50 percent reduction, and it would be if 
everyone always caught their two fish 
every time they went out. But they do 
not. A lot of folks never keep a single 
fish. They like to catch and release 
ever 5 d:hing. All of this information 
can be gleaned from the reams of data 
gathered by federal and state surveys, as 
well as catch composition and size sam- 
plings conducted by port samplers. Is 
all that data spot on? Probably not, but 
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INTRODUCING THE 190 FSH SERIES FROM YAMAHA. 



The FSH Series combines a fishing-friendly center console layout with the legendary Yamaha jet boat experience. 
With features like an aerated livewell, tow rope-ready ski eye and our award-winning two-tiered swim platform, the 
FSH truly puts you in the center of everything you love about being on the water. 



YAMAHA 



Visit YamahaBoats.com to find 
your local Yamaha dealer. 
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it is a good starting point. So, managers 
determine that going from two fish to 
one fish will give approximately a 
25 percent reduction on paper, every- 
thing else being equal. Oh, they also 
accept a 50 percent chance of success 
— which also happens to be a 50 percent 
chance for failure. 

My question is whether everything 


else will be equal, and I am focused on 
the recreational catch. Will going to 
one fish change anglers’ behavior? Will 
striped bass still be a primary target 
for all the anglers who targeted them 
previously? Will going to a one -fish 
limit cause the number of trips to 
drop substantially? Will the fish be in 
the same areas in the same numbers 





SLA5000H 




To find out more about Daiwa s revolutionary 
MagSealed technology, scan this square or 
visit: www.daiwa.com/magsws 


STEEZ EX 
STEEZEX2508H 


NEr BALLISTIC EX 
BLS-EX2500H 


CERTATE 

CT2500HA 


NEW PROCYON EX 
PREX2500SH 


as previous years? We know that as 
fish populations shrink, there tend to 
be greater variations, especially near 
the ends of their migration patterns. 
Will forage be nearshore or offshore, 
where legal taking of striped bass is 
prohibited? There are a lot of variables. 

Other states have come up with their 
own plans. New Jersey has crafted a 
plan to have one fish between 28 and 43 
inches and a second fish above 43 inch- 
es. I realize that on paper. New Jersey 
managers have calculated that this will 
actually come up with a 25.1 percent 
reduction in catch. I do not believe the 
current methodology is accurate to 
the .1 percent level, but that is just me. 
New York proposed a somewhat similar 


WILL A 
ONE-FISH 
LIMIT CAUSE 
THE NUMBER 
OF TRIPS 
TO DROP?” 



plan, although they have a 28 percent 
reduction. So, in one state, there is 
a reduction to one fish that produces a 
25 percent reduction; in a second state, 
there is still a two-fish limit and this 
produces a 28 percent reduction? That 
points out just how variable the catch 
composition is along the coast and why 
I am skeptical that predicting the future 
by looking in the rearview mirror can 
produce the desired results — not to 
mention the impact of pushing at least 
some of the effort onto the segment 
of the population that needs the most 
protection: the big old females. 

ASMFC is moving in the right 
direction. Since striped bass are on 
the verge of being overfished, it would 
seem to me that more precautionary 
actions would be better. Because the 
likelihood of success is the same as that 
of failure and since, in my opinion, the 
ability to estimate the actual catch is 
iffy, I am concerned that the cuts might 
not get the job done. ® 
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SAVE TODAY. SMOOTH WATER TOMORROW. 

See how much you could save on boat insurance. 


Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten by Seaworthy Insurance Company, a GEICO company. 
GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2015. © 2015 GEICO 
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JIM LEVISON (TOP) 



For instance, you can 
stalk bass on white sand 
flats, a sort of northeastern 
version of sight-casting 
to boneflsh. You can also 
cast lures around the semi- 
submerged rocks scattered 
along innumerable shore- 
lines, trying to draw a strike 
from a bass lurking in a deep 
tidal pool. And when the bait 
schools get thick, artiflcials 
that imitate the bait in 


question, from sand eels to 
bunker, make it easy to pick 
off a hungry fish looking for 
a quick meal. 

Many guides in the 
Northeast have perfected 


the artificial lure game, and 
I always love listening to the 
pros debate each other as to 
which lure works best. As in 
most parts of the world, you 
won’t get a single answer. 



GUIDE'S SECRET 
STRIPER SLIDER 


but by paying attention 
you can come away with a 
range of choices that will 
certainly perform in most 
of the aforementioned 
circumstances. We spoke 
with three of the best 
to hear their thoughts 
on the subject. 

Paul Dixon 

Fishing stripers on the 
flats calls for specialized 
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Guide’s Secret 7-inch Striper 
Slider. Walk the dog, baby!” 




BIG BASS: 

Capt.John Luchka 
(right) and angler 
Matt White pose 
fora quick photo 
before releasing 
a chunky striper 
caught on a lure. 


John Luchka 

“We get a spring and a fall 
run of stripers off the New 
Jersey coast, and we see 
pre- and post-spawn fish 
from the Hudson River 
stock and the Delaware 
and Chesapeake stock,” 
says Capt. John Luchka, of 
Point Pleasant, New Jersey. 
“When stripers are present 
and feeding on bunker. 


IT’S PRETTY 
COOL WHEN 
FISH IN THE 
30-POUND 
CLASS JUMP 
OUT OF 
THE WATER 
TO GRAB 
A LURE.” 


the most exciting way is to 
watch them come up and 
crash a Yo-Zuri Surface 
Bull. This plug throws a lot 
of water and also rattles, 
which helps the bass locate 
the lure since in many 
cases, the water is murky.” 
According to Luchka, any 
color will produce, and 
a solid cadence with an 
occasional pause entices 
strikes from bass working a 
bunker school. “Casting on 
the outskirts of the school, 
versus into the frothy frenzy 
where the artificial gets easily 


TSUNAMI SWIM SHAD 


lures. “In the spring when 
sight-fishing is best, there 
is really only one type of 
method that I employ,” 
says Capt. Paul Dixon of 
Montauk, New York. “Small, 
soft baits using light tackle. 
My favorite is a 3-inch 
white Slug- Go thrown 
with a 7-foot light-action 
rod spooled with 15-pound 
braid and 20-pound 


to fast retrieve. It’s deadly. If 
bunker or any wide-body bait 
are plentiful, I switch to the 
Tsunami Swim Shad. They’re 
great for going deep.” 

But Dixon also admits 
to being a fan of topwater 
plugging. “My favorite is the 


SEBILE MAGIC SWIMMER 


fluorocarbon leader. The 
bass are spooky, and for spin- 
casting, nothing beats the 
3-inch Slug- Go. Nothing!” 

Dixon adds that methods 
change with the seasons. 
“During summer and into fall 
in Montauk when the sand 
eels are thick, my number 
one choice is a Tsunami olive 
or black-back 7- inch sand eel, 
worked at a steady, medium 
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CONSUMATE PREDATORS in the wild, the premium fish boat brands 
MarineMaxrepresents exhibit all the qualities that make them the leaders of the 
paok. Well bred, savvy, with all the fishing features and strength to make them 
powerful stalkers. Givingyou the oonfidenoe to pursue whatever prey you orave. 
However, when the day’s quests are aooomplished these pernioious hunters are 
all about family and friends and transform to be REMARKABLY SOCIAL 
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See them today at your local MarineMax today. 

1 (877) 491-9919 






TACTICS + TACKLE 


JOHN 


BROWNLEE 


05/2015/ VOL.76/N0 05 



YO-ZURI SURFACE BULL 


lost, is your best strategy 
because your lure will invite 
more competition.” 

But Luchka also likes 
swimming baits on occasion. 
“In the fall when the herring 
appear, we like to use a pearl 
Sebile Magic Swimmer, 
which is more of a search bait, 
when there isn’t a topwater 
bite visible,” he says. “We’re 
fishing structure and marks 
on our Simrad sounder with 
CHIRP then because fish 
might be feeding] ust below 
the surface.” 


FORGOES 
THE STRIPER: 

John McMurray 
lips a hefty striped 
bass that engulfed 
a larger popper. 



John McMurray 

“I’ve got a lot of favorites, 
but I’ve gotta go with 
the Guide’s Secret Poppa 
Pencil,” declares Capt. 

John McMurray of Long 
Island, New York. “It’s big 

— 8 1/2 inches and 3 ounces 

— arguably the largest 
pencil popper around, and it 
generally has to be fished on 
heavier gear than I’m accus- 
tomed to. But damn if it isn’t 
the best plug to throw when 


big stripers are on bunker.” 

McMurray says the 
Poppa Pencil has unique 
attributes that contribute 
to its effectiveness. “It has 
a big, fat tail that tapers 
into the pencil head,” he 
continued. “When worked 
in the traditional push- 
and-pull/jerk, it slashes 


back and forth in the water, 
walking the dog but spitting 
and pushing water at the 
same time. Drag it across a 
bunker school that’s got fish 
on it and it’s game on, man.” 

“It’s pretty darn cool when 
fish in the 30-pound class 
leap out of the water to grab 
a lure,” McMurray adds. 


“It does a pretty good job 
of imitating a 9- or 10-inch 
wounded bunker. But I 
think the way these things 
move and shake is just so 
seductive that it doesn’t 
really matter much what 
bait the stripers are on.” 

By loading your tackle 
box with a mix of hard- and 
soft-bodied lures of different 
sizes and actions, you’ll be 
prepared for any scenario in 
which you might find striped 
bass this summer, and we all 
know that preparation is the 
key to success.® 




GEORGE 

POVEROMO, 

SI/l/S contributing 
editor, has shared 
his angling 
techniques for 
over 30 years. 


ROUGH-WATER TROLLING 


Trolling in rough seas can 
be challenging, but key 
adjustments ensure your 
spread's lifelike action. 

Weighted baits should 
take precedence because 
they run below the surface 
and track and stay in the 
water betterthan baits 
skipping on top. 

Transom release clips 
and outrigger clips posi- 
tioned halfway up their 
poles reduce the fishing 


line angle of entry into 
the water, and when lines 
closely parallel the surface, 
baits are more likely to stay 
in the water. Positioning 
baits farther back than 
normal also helps. 

Tweak distances based 
on wind direction and 
speed. And drop the down- 
wind baits farther back 
than the upwind lines.This 
keeps them from crossing 
and prevents tangles. 
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HX870 Floating 6W Handheld VHF with Internal GPS 

The HX870 Floating Class D DSC VHF handheld features a 66-channel WAAS GPS receiver allowing the radio to 
transmit a DSC distress call with your vessel's position or navigate to a waypoint. The oversized full dot matrix 
LCD (1.7" W X 1.7" H or 2.3" diagonal) and Easy to Operate Menu System makes this the most intuitive handheld 
on the market: DSC calling, position sharing, waypoint and route navigation, navigation to DSC distress call can 
be performed with a few simple steps. The HX870 is supplied with a high capacity 1800 mAh Li-Ion battery, and 
is backed by our industry-leading 3-year waterproof warranty. 

STANDARD HORIZON 

Nothing Takes to Water Like Standard Horizon 

www.standardhorizon.com 800.366.8431 





BUDGETANCHOR 

Shallow-water anchors 
cost up to $2,000 for 
a deluxe type, while a 
simple shallow-water pin 
anchor is available for 
$65 to $150. But there's a 
more economical option. 
For $8.50 1 purchased an 
8-foot, %-inch galvanized 
electrical ground rod at 
a home-improvement 
store. I drilled a hole at 
one end and attached an 
anchor shackle, to which 
I tied an anchor rope. For 
about $10, 1 have a very 
effective anchor pin that I 
can spear into the bottom 
to hold the boat. I use two 
pins when current and 
wind conditions require 
me to anchor both ends of 
the boat. 


ZIP IT HOLDER 

For rods that lack a 
ring to keep your lure 
or hook in place, or 
rods with K guides 
that don't hold lures 
well, a simple solution 
is to zip-tie a split ring 
just above the reel seat. 
This creates an instant 
lure and hook holder 
that won't damage 
the guides ortheir 
ceramic inserts. 


Peter Lynch 

WestTisbury, 

Massachusetts 


CAST-N-TROLL FLOAT 

This simple rig from my 
home country of South 
Africa uses a cork shaped 
into a chisel nose as a 
float to keep your bait 
off the ocean bed and a 
head to cast and crank 
ortroll the bait behind a 
boat or kayak. Prepare 
a wire trace with a swivel 
at one end, slide the 
cork head (previously 
shaped with sandpaper 
and painted if desired) 
onto the trace, and attach 
a hook at the other end. 
Fillet a sardine or bait 
of choice, thread it up 
the wire trace and bind 
it with thread. Unlike 
standard lures, this setup 
gives you the option to 
use natural baits and 
work them like artificials. 




D.W. Eggleston 

Jenkinsville, 
South Carolina 




Send us your original ideas, along with a sketch or photo. If we use your 
tip(s), we will send you a Shimano Baitrunner spinning reel, featuring 
a fast-retrieve, front-dial drag adjustment and popular bait-runner 
system, valued at up to $279.99! Submit to Salt Water Sportsman, 
Sportsman's Workbench, 460 N. Orlando Ave., Suite 200, Winter Park, 
FL32789, or send via email to tips@saltwatersportsman.com. 
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change course to grab 
the fly; too close and 
you will, of course, 
spook the fish. 

When you get the 
bite, stay cool and let 
the fish turn its head. 
Once it turns, set the 
hook with a couple of 
good jabs of the rod in 
the opposite direction 
and be ready for one 
of the most explosive 
exits in fishing. Next, 
focus on clearing 
your line and allow 
the fish to settle down 
from its initial run. 
Then, it’s time to get 
to work, applying 
maximum pressure 






Drop the fly 
softly 3 feet from 
the fish 


Keep a keen eye 
on the tarpon's 
t reaction 


PREFERRED SETUP 

When chasing these larger migratory tarpon in the Keys, I choose a 1 2-weight rod and a matching reel with a 
smooth drag. My preferred setup isa G.Loomis NRX rod with a Hatch reel and RioTarpon fly line. I bring two outfits 
on the boat -one with floating line, the other with intermediate- because some days, fish happily swim high in 
the water column; other days, they just stay close to the bottom and don't respond to a fly near the surface. 


BIG SILVE 


THE ULTIMATE BIG-GAME CHALLENGE INSHORE. 


CARTER ANDREWS, 

TV host of The 
Obsession of Carter 
Andrews, speaks 
from decades of 
experience pursuing 
saltwater fish around 
the world. 


Undoubtedly, the 
tarpon is one of 
the world’s most 
exciting game fish. 
When you find your- 
self standing on the 
bow of a flats skiff, fly 
rod in hand, watching 
100-plus-pound fish 
come right at you, 
it’s hard not to get 
weak in the knees. 

A number of places 
offer good action, 
but every spring, 
thousands of 
tarpon migrate 


down to South 
Florida, making for 
tremendous fishing 
opportunities that 
attract fly anglers 
from all over — 
including yours truly. 

Laid-Up Tactics 

Out on the water, you 
typically face two dif- 
ferent scenarios: You 
will either be casting 
to laid-up tarpon 
or to swimming fish. 
Laid-up fish, which 
usually pose the best 


A small strike zone 
demands precise 
presentation 


option for 
a successful 
hookup, move 
slowly, and many 
times, they roll on 
the surface. Casting 
to a stationary or 
slow- moving tarpon 
isn’t overly challeng- 
ing, but the trick is 
to present the fly in 
such a way that the 
fish won’t have to go 
out of its way to eat 
it. Too far and the 
tarpon won’t see it 
or plainly refuse to 


GENTLE PERSUASION: 

Twitch the fly just enough 
to get the fish's attention 
and tease it subtly. 

at all times to bring 
the fight to an end in 
a reasonable amount 
of time and ensure a 
healthy release. 
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Cuda offers a full, line of fishing tools that combine sheer titanium-bonded 
strength with industry-leading corrosion resistance for ultimate , 
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ease of use. To learn more please visit cudab rand. com .4^ 


Fierce. Tough. Proven 


OF tlN^, Of PATIENCE, 0 F HEARTS AND 


LENGTH 

WEIGHT 



D 

lIUlbs 

* UNDEFEATED * 


FIGHT STYLE: 

MOnO: 

NO HOLDS 

ONLY LOSERS 
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TACTICS + TACKLE 


ON THE FLY 


Tackling Swimmers 

Coaxing cruising tarpon to 
take a fly calls for a differ- 
ent tactic. These fish often 
travel in strings of eight to 
20 or more — especially on 
the ocean side, where the 
water is usually clear and 
there are more anglers and 
watercraft to avoid along 


CAT-AND-MOUSE: The fly must 
stay in front of the fish and 
appear to be trying to flee. 

the way. You often 
hear people say 
those fish won’t eat, 
but they do. It just 
takes more finesse 
to draw a take. 

The key is to get 
the fly in the fish’s 
strike zone, right 
in its face, without 
spooking it. You 
do that by casting ahead of 
the fish and letting it swim 
into your fly as you start to 
strip. The closer the fish gets 
to your fly, the better your 
chances of getting an eat. If 
a tarpon starts to track your 
fly (following it closely), it’s 
up to you to entice it to com- 
mit. Sometimes it’s just a 


matter of changing the pace. 
Other times jiggling the rod 
tip to make the fly wiggle as 
you strip is what does it. 

Cruising tarpon are typi- 
cally swimming faster than 
it looks. You must anticipate 
that and cast just ahead of 
where you think the fish will 
be when you deliver the fly. 
You’ll need to lead the fish 
even more if it’s swimming 
near the bottom and you 
are using an intermediate 
line. The line and fly require 
additional time to sink to 
the fish’s level. 

Leader Solutions 

You can buy pre-made 
tarpon leaders, but I tie my 
own and use as long a leader 
as I can get away with: 12 to 
14 feet on calm days. Tarpon 
have big eyes and see really 
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well in calm, clear water, so 
I also opt for fluorocarbon. 
On windy days — common 
in South Florida in spring — 

I scale back to 9- or 10-foot 
leaders. With a chop on the 
water, chances of spooking 
fish decrease, and since a 
shorter leader turns over 
better, you’ll cast more 
accurately. 

By the way, set the drag 
at a third of the class tippet 
strength. And if you make 
your own leaders, remember 
to add a shock tippet at the 
end to prevent chafing from 
a tarpon’s coarse lips. 

When you take up 
tarpon Ashing, you are 
bound to experience many 
heart-pounding moments. 
And once you put a silver 
king in the air, you will be 
hooked for life. ® 
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FLOAT PLAN 


BOAT TALK 



CHOICE: 

Improved 
power-to-weight 
ratios translate 
into more 
rigging options. 



LESS IS MORE 


NEW OUTBOARDS PACK MORE POWER WITH LESS WEIGHT 
AND BETTER FUEL EFFICIENCY. 


T | The timing is 

^ not coincidental. 

Even though a 
limited number of 
new outboards were 
launched during the recent 
recession, that doesn’t 
mean the R&D pipeline was 
bone dry — in fact, it was 
just the opposite. So now, 
with the boating industry 
on the upswing, innovative 
outboards are splashing 
faster than a kid at a water 
slide. And that’s great news 
for anglers in the market 


BY CAPT. DAVE LEAR 


for a new boat or replace- 
ment engines. 

Evinrude got things 
rolling with the next- 
generation E-TEC G2 
direct-injection two-strokes 
with a new block and piston/ 
cylinder design to enhance 
combustion and improve 
fuel economy. Other man- 
ufacturers quickly followed 
suit. Yamaha is expanding 
its V Max SHO line of 
four-strokes by shedding 
weight and adding torque 
and power. The result is 



1. BREATHE EASY: 

Increased flow of 
charged air boosts 
economy, efficiency 
and performance in 
Mercury's new design 


better top-end speed, better 
fuel efficiency and more 
rigging and control options, 
especially for midsize center- 
consoles, bay and flats boats. 
Not to be outdone, Suzuki 
introduced the DF200AP 
at the Miami International 
Boat Show, an inline 
four-cylinder four-stroke 
with a keyless starting sys- 
tem, electronic throttle and 
shift and selectable rotation. 
Its semi-direct air intake 
shunts cool air into the 
manifold, which improves 
acceleration and speed. 

Mercury Marine also 
used the Florida stage to 
announce two major addi- 
tions to the Verado 2.6-liter 
four- stroke family of out- 
boards: The Verado 350 and 
Verado 400R, supercharged 
six-cylinder engines that 
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were more than five years in 
research and development. 

“The benefits of a super- 
charged outboard are better 
fuel economy, lighter weight 
and a compact design, yet 
it still delivers the torque 
and power needed to get the 
boat on plane fast,” explains 
Mercury category man- 
ager Larry Teeling. “Our 
approach has been a deliber- 
ate evolution of technology 
to make sure we built an 
engine customers wanted 
without over-stressing the 
boat itself.” The dry weight 
for the new 350 starts at just 
688 pounds. 

The Verado’s power boost 
comes from the new intake 
that efficiently delivers fresh 
air directly to the super- 
charger. Heat sucks power 
and increases the risk of 
parts failure. The redesigned 
vented flywheel cover dissi- 
pates heat by as much as 10 
degrees over its predecessor. 
With a genuine 350 hp at the 
prop, it produces 16 percent 
more power than the Verado 
300. It also offers better fuel 
efficiency throughout much 
of the power curve. 






2. CHARGE IT: A water-cooled 
supercharger on the new Verados 
feeds more air to the combustion 
chambers at a lower temperature. 


BILL DOSTER (3) 






SIMRAD 

Go With Confidence 


SMARTER BOAT, 



NSS EVOE 


BIGGER 


Find fish easier than ever with buiit-in CHiRP 
echosounder and StructureScan® HD sonar 
imaging, combined with flexible charting 
options and an intuitive multi-touch display. 




N 110 


K StrjMH 
t 


!ri0;4»pin 




Integrated Autopilot 
controlled with NSS evo2 


On-Screen Entertainment 
Control via SonicHub® and 
Bluetooth audio module 


Industry leading Broadband 
4G* Radar -See near and far 


Connect your Tablet or 
Smartphone via GoFree 


BSM-3 Echosounder c 
Module + compiete range 
of Ultra-Low to High 
CHIRP Transducers 


smfiD 


LEARN MORE AT 

SIMRAD-YACHTING.COM 


Premium VHF and 
AIS receiver solutions 


SIHRAQ 


GO WITH CONFIDENCE. 


NSS evo2 chartplotter/multifunction display 
systems integrate seamlessly with a wide range 
of Simrad and third-party accessories, giving you 
the power to find where the fish are biting, and to 
get there easier and faster than ever before. 





FLOAT PLAN 


BOAT TALK 


REDEFINING POWER 



The 350 hp Verado boasts reduced 
weight and higher efficiency. The 
400R Racing Series operates at 
extended rpm and can run on 
89 octane fuel. 


Redesigned E-TEC two- 
strokes features direct 
injection with stratified low 
rpm combustion in 200, 225, 
250 and 300 hp models. 



YAMAHA VMAXSHO 

V6 4.2-liter Super High 
Output in 200, 225 and 250 
hp models shed weight, as 
well as boost performance 
and fuel efficiency. 



SUZUKI DF200AP 


The in-line four-cylinder 
DE200 with a revamped 
intake system, increased 
compression ratio and a 
keyless start system. 


BLUE 


AjJHIS 


IS WHERE YOU FISH 


WATER miles from home is no place 
for compromises, especially when it comes 
to your boat. Cobia, the smartest move on 
the water, delivers unmatched performance, 
breakthrough construction technologies, 
unshakable confidence and surprising value. 
Out here you don’t want to push your luck. 
Be smart, depend on Cobia. 

Visit www.cobiaboats.com to see all the 
new Cobias today and find the Cobia dealer 
nearest you. 


A Maverick Boat Company brand. 
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The 400R racing version 
turns up to 7,000 rpm, and 
the electronic knock control 
lets it run safely on 89 octane 
fuel when the recommended 
91 octane premium is 
not available. It includes 
the racing-circuit proven 
Sport Master gear case and 
advanced midsection for 
high-performance handling 
and stability at top speeds. 

So what do these engineer- 
ing advances mean for the 
angling public? Primarily, 
more choices. Enhanced 
horsepower, better efficiency 
and reduced weight mean 
less is more. Dual engines can 
be rigged instead of triples, 
saving money on the initial 
costs as well as overall main- 
tenance without sacrificing 
performance. Single-engine 
applications benefit, too. 
With less weight, there is less 


strain on the boat transom. 
Better fuel efficiency also 
equates to a longer range 
per tank and savings at the 
pump. Aside from higher 
speeds, with more horse- 
power, the engine doesn’t 
have to labor as much at the 
upper-operating level, which 
reduces wear and extends 
its life. 

“We’ve already done some 
testing with the new Verados, 
and they are very impres- 
sive,” says Wylie Nagler, 
president of Yellowfin 
Yachts. “They are quiet, with 
a lot of power and a lot of 
torque.” Yellowfin had a 39 
center console on display at 
the Miami boat show with 
quad Verado 350s. The com- 
pany’s Carbon Elite Series 
24 bay model rigged with a 
single 400R has also been 
running around 80 mph, top 


end, in early sea trials. 

“If you can get more horse- 
power, most Yellowfin buyers 
will opt for that,” Nagler adds. 
“A lot of people also prefer 
lighter engines to keep the 
boat as light as possible. Look 
at what the auto industry 


is doing with four-cylinder 
turbocharged engines right 
now. As the technology in 
the marine industry keeps 
progressing, we’re going to 
see even lighter weights and 
higher horsepower outboards 
in the next few years.” ® 


MERCURY VERADO PERFORMANCE COMPARISON 



BOSTON WHALER 370 OUTRAGE 
W/ TRIPLE MERCURY 300 VERADO ENGINES 
W/ TRIPLE MERCURY 350 VERADO ENGINES 



MPH 

GPH 

RPM 





4,000 

32.3 

34.4 

35.2 

34.1 

4,500 

38.3 

40.1 

42.9 

41.8 

5,000 

43.5 

46.7 

55.0 

54.8 

5,500 

48.7 

49.0 

72.7 

65.3 

6,000 

52.8 

54.3 

89.9 

91.4 

6,200 

6,325 

54.7 

55.5 

89.9 

92.8 


300 VERADO VS. 
NfW 350 VERADO 




THE SMARTEST MOVE ON THE WATER 
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SCOUT 

42LFX 

With its sleek aesthetics, state-of-the-art tech- 
nology and elegant appointments that Scout 
claims resemble those of a private jet, the 42LFX 
is the result of three years of R&D. The epoxy- 
infused double-stepped hull lends extra stability 
while reducing weight. And the long list of stan- 
dard features includes a full transom walk-through 
platform, gas shock- assisted hatches, fish boxes 
with overboard discharge, retractable raw- and 
freshwater hoses, Garmin electronics, Wi-Fi 
router and Bluetooth compatibility, to name a few. 
A hydraulic portside beach platform, retractable 
awning and underwater deck and bow cameras 
are among the numerous options available for 
owners to add a personal touch. Plus there’s also 
an optional SeaKeeper gyrostabilizer. 
scoutboats.com 



LENGTH: 42'2" 
BEAM:13'1" 

DRAFT: 28" 

WEIGHT: 15, 800 LB. 
FUEL: 500 GAL 
MAX HP: 1,675 
PRICE: $752,090 
w/quad Mercury 350XL 
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p: Mark Welsh 



Once upon a hell of a time. 

Our 50 years of innovation has helped us perfeot what really matters — amplifying 
the thrill of human experienoe. Smith ChromaPop™ lenses are the most advanoed 
polarized lenses in the world. See true oolor and razor sharp definition. The Dookside. 


The experience is everything.™ 
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RELEASE 

301RX 

The 301RX is a versatile center console 
loaded with features for the serious 
angler and amenities to provide comfort 
during extended fishing trips and family 
outings. Ten flush-mounted holders on 
the gunwales and horizontal racks to 
port and starboard offer plenty of rod 
storage, while three in-deck fish boxes 
provide ample space to ice down your 
catch. Recessed bow rail, twin forward 
bench seats with storage, hanging anchor 
locker, raw- water washdown, freshwater 
at the transom, aerated livewell, cockpit 
courtesy lights, leaning post, walk-in head 
with electric toilet, freshwater shower 
and sink, auto-retractable trim tabs and a 
swim ladder all come standard. A hardtop 
with electronics box, full-length bolsters 
and Lewmar windlass are among several 
available options, releaseboats.com 
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KVD GRIP-PIN®, Weighted, Opti-Angle Needle Point, 
chemically sharpened. Nor-Tempered, offset shank, 
extra wide head, extra strong, grip-pin, hlack nickel. 











WHEN WE DEMANDED PERFORMANCE 
DDR ENGINEERS SAID, “UGHTEN DP” 



200 HORSEPOWER 

AMPLE 4-STROKE POWER FOR A WIDE 
VARIETY OF BOATS FROM OFFSHORE 
AND BAY BOATS TO PONTOONS, 
NEW BOATS OR REPOWERS 


“BIG BLOCK” POWER 

ALL NEW INLINE 4-CYLINDER DOHC 
POWERHEAD WITH 175 CU.IN. 

“BIG BLOCK” DISPLACEMENT 


COMPACT ANO LIGHTWEIGHT 

ALL THE POWER AND PERFORMANCE 
YOU’D EXPECT - AT JUST 498 LBS 


INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY 

VARIABLE VALVE TIMING AND DIRECT AIR 
INTAKE FOR CRISP THROHLE 
RESPONSE AND ACCELERATION 


IMPRESSIVE ECONOMY 

UPT019%LESS FUEL USED 
COMPARED TO OUR ORIGINAL V6 200 


EXCLUSIVE SUZUKI FEATURES 

DF200AP HAS FIRST EVER KEYLESS 
OUTBOARD STARTING SYSTEM, PLUS 
SUZUKI PRECISION CONTROL 
AND SELECTIVE ROTATION 


AOVANCEO SENSORS 

KNOCK, 02aND H 2 O SENSORS 
IMPROVE PERFORMANCE, EFFICIENCY 
AND RELIABILITY 


TRANSOM-FRIENDLY 

LIKE ALL SUZUKI OUTBOARDS, 

THE DF200A/AP USES STANDARD BOLT 
PAHERN AND FITS 26-INCH ON CENTER 


New 200 Horsepower Inline 4-Cylincler Suzuki DF200A And DF200AP 
Deliver V6-Like Performance In A Compact, Lightweight Outboard 


If you're looking for a new outboard that delivers power, 
performance - and impressive fuel economy, you'll like what 
you see in our new DF200A and DF200AP. Our new inline 
4-cylinder 200 is compact and lightweight, yet it's packed 

with innovative new technology. The 
new cowling channels cool fresh air to 
the intake system for improved perfor- 
^ mance. New engine sensors monitor 
key operating paramaters to keep the 



engine running smoothly, and our 
Lean Burn Technology delivers up to 
32% less fuel used when compared to 
our original V6 200. DF200AP features 
electronic throttle and shift and new 
keyless starting system. 

Suzuki is shining a bright light on 4-stroke outboard engine 
innovation. For details, see your Suzuki Marine dealer or 
visit www.suzukimarine.com. 




Don't miss out on 
special offers 
from Suzuki Marine 




MARINE 



© 2015 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. Suzuki, Suzuki "S" and product names are ® or trademarked. Don't drink and drive. 

Always wear a USCG-Approved life jacket and read your owner's manual. 
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FREEDOM: 

Programmable 
trolling motors 
mean more 
fishing time. 


self-contained systems utilizing 
bow-mounted trolling motors — Minn 
Kota’s i-Pilot and Motorguide’s Pinpoint 
GPS — operated with wireless remotes. 
Both also interface with multifunction 
displays for enhanced autopilot capabil- 
ities — the i-Pilot with a Humminbird 
unit via i-Pilot Link, Pinpoint GPS with 
a Lowrance HDS Gen2 Touch or Gen3 
model via the Pinpoint GPS Gateway 
module (the HDS models also serve as 
the autopilot control panel for a prop- 
erly equipped outboard-engine steering 
system using the Lowrance Outboard 
Pilot function.) 

The i-Pilot system is available in a 
range of Minn Kota trolling motors, 
but only the Riptide series is designed 
for saltwater fishing. Pinpoint is 
available in the Motorguide Xi5 trolling 
motor, with the SW series engineered 
for the brine. 

Both systems free up the captain to 
focus more on fishing rather than ma- 
neuvering, positioning or anchoring 


TROLLING-MOTOR AUTOPILOTS LETYOU CONCENTRATE ON FISHING. 


A big tide swing pushed a 
strong current through the 
cuts in the Florida Keys as 
Capt. Robert “R.T.” Trosset 
used a bow-mounted 36-volt 
Motorguide Xi5 trolling motor with 
Pinpoint GPS to bring his Yellowfin 24 
Bay close to one of his favorite bridges 
to fish for grouper. “Are you going to 
anchor here?” I asked. “Sort of,” Trosset 
answered, activating the anchor 
function on the boat’s Lowrance HDS 
multifunction display, which was set 
in the Smart Steer mode and linked 
with the trolling motor, making the 
boat hold steady. Trosset had set us 
up for fishing the abutments without 
even opening the anchor locker. 

As if tethered by an invisible rode, 
the Yellowfin 24 held its position 
with the bow facing into the current. 
The boat stayed precisely stationed un- 
til Trosset used tbe jog arrows on the 
HDS display to move the boat from side 
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to side to fish different abutments of the 
bridge in search of a willing grouper. 

Practical and Productive 

Virtual anchoring is just one of 
the practical functions afforded to 
saltwater anglers using GPS -guided 
trolling-motor autopilots, which can 
also automatically run an established 
course, take your boat to a specific 
waypoint, drive a predetermined 
pattern and more. 

Minn Kota and Motorguide offer 


WIRELESS: Fobs 
let you control 
the autopilot 
from anywhere 
in the boat. 


PILOT 
PROGRAM 

T.DIREaiON: 

Trolling-autopilots 
such astheXiS 
house guidance 
control in the head. 

2. SETUP: 

Shaft length best 
suits bay boats 
and skiffs. 

3. DURABILITY: 

Select a model de- 
signed especially 
for saltwater use. 


JIM HENDRICKS (TOP) 








THE AU NEW 



STEP INTO THE 

EVOLUTION 

OF PERFORMANCE 
& STYLE 


The completely new Jupiter 38' HFS has evolved to provide boaters more performance, features, and 
comforts than ever before. Jupiter's dependable world-class performance is built for serious big game 

pursuits or the leisure cruiser onboard. Step into one today. 



26' FS 30' FS 32' FS/CUDDY 



34 FS/T 38’ HFS/T/CUDDY 41 EX/SB 


IF YOU ENJOY THE FINER THINGS IN LIFE, DEMAND THE VERY BEST! 
For more information, contact Jupiter Marine at 941.729.5000 or visit www.JupiterMarine.com 



YAMAHA 


POWERED BY 
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THE 

RIGHT BOAT 

Electric trolling motors work best 
on flats skiffs and bay boats with 
low-profile bows. Since the maxi- 
mum shft length is 70 inches, find- 
ing a trolling-motor long enough 
to reach the water and stay there in 
choppy seas will be tough with an 
offshore boat with a high prow. To 
control a boat larger than 20 feet, 
you need a 36-volt system, which 
means a dedicated bank of three 
31 series deep-cycle batteries. 


STAY VIGILANT 

In use, resist the temptation to set 
and forget; a blown fuse, electrical 
malfunction or drained batteries 
can leave you and your boat at the 
mercy of wind, waves and current. 
Prudent seamanship calls for vigi- 
lance, even with automatic systems, 



NETWORK: 

All autopilot 
controls are 
available at 
the helm on 
an integrated 
system. 


the boat. As Capt. Sam 
Heaton, who works with 
Humminbird and Minn 
Kota, says, “It’s like having 
an extra crew member on 
board, except he doesn’t get 
in the way.” 

Programmable features 
offer additional advantages. 


On the Ed^e 

Trolling-motor autopilots 
give you the ability to work 
along a channel drop-off, a 
seawall or mangrove-lined 
shore. Linked with the 
appropriate Humminbird 
multifunction display, the 
Minn Kota i-Pilot also 


follows a contour line on 
the chart plotter using 
Humminbird’s electronic 
charts. You can also re-trace 
a path that produced well on 
the first pass in the hopes it 
will continue to 5 deld fish. 

Last winter, Lowrance/ 
Simrad tournament pro 
Mark Mans used the Pinpoint 
GPS and Lowrance Smart 
Steer autopilot function to 
follow a series of waypoints 
with the Motorguide Xi5 as 
we fished along a rock wall 
in the Florida Keys. The re- 
sult was nonstop action with 
snapper and black grouper 
for well over an hour. “This 
is really a huge advantage,” 
says Mans. “This keeps 
us right in the strike zone 
without me having to drive 
the boat.” 





CO 

CJ 
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Legal Notice 


Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill 


Economic and Property Damages Settlement 

The Deadline to file a Claim is June 8, 2015 


June 8, 2015 has been established as the 
deadline to submit a claim in the Economic 
and Property Damages (“E&PD”) Settlement 
with BP Exploration & Production Inc. and 
BP America Production Company (“BP”) 
related to the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill. 
So if you are eligible to file a claim, you 
must act soon. 

Who is included? 

The E&PD Settlement Class includes 
people, businesses, other entities, and 
properties in the states of Louisiana, 
Alabama and Mississippi, and certain 
counties in Texas and Florida, that were 
harmed by the Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill that occurred on April 20, 2010. The 
website DeepwaterHorizonSettlements.com 
has detailed descriptions and maps of the 
included geographic locations to help you 
determine whether you are a part of the 
E&PD Settlement Class. Additionally, you 
can call 1-866-992-6174 or e-mail questions 
@DeepwaterHorizonEconomicSettlement. 
com to find out if a geographic location 
is included. 

What are the payment 

CATEGORIES? 

The settlement provides payments if you 
had economic loss or property damage 
because of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 
By submitting a claim, you can request a 
payment in one or more of the following 
seven categories: 


■ Economic Damage ■ Loss of Subsistence 
■ Vessel Physical Damage 
■Real Property Sales Damage 

■Vessels of Opportunity Charter Payment 
■ Coastal Real Property Damage 
■ Wetlands Real Property Damage 

Economic Damage payments are 
available for Individuals and Entities that 
lost profits or earnings as a result of the 
Deepwater Horizon Incident. Coastal 
Real Property payments are available for 
property that was physically damaged in 
connection with the Deepwater Horizon 
Incident. Detailed descriptions of all seven 
categories are available at the website. 

There is no limit on the total dollar amount 
of the E&PD Settlement. All qualified and 
timely claims will be paid in full once they 
are approved. The Settlement also allowed 
for Seafood Compensation claims, but the 
deadline for those claims has passed. 

How DO I REQUEST A PAYMENT? 

You must submit a Claim Form to 
request a payment. You can get a copy of 
the various Claim Forms by visiting the 
website or by calling 1-866-992-6174. 
Claims can be submitted online or by 
mail. If you have questions about how to 
file your claim, you should call the toll- 
free number for assistance. The claims 
process can be complex, so if you are 
eligible to file a claim, you should act now 
so you may complete your claim before the 
June 8, 2015 deadline. 


DeepwaterHorizonSettlements.com ■ 1-866-992-6174 






FLOAT PLAN 


Tar^etin^ Wrecks 

Trolling- motor autopilot 
systems are not just for 
inshore fishing. Offshore 
and near-shore anglers also 
find plenty of applications, 
such as when fishing wrecks. 
“I use it for anchoring 
when I fish permit on 
wrecks off Key West,” 
says Trosset. “Once we 
eyeball the school, I use the 
jog function to put the boat 
in position for a cast.” 

You can also use these 
systems in conjunction 
with an appropriate 
multifunction display to 
automatically drive a slow 
circular pattern around a 
wreck, a rock pile, moored 
buoys or an oil rig while 
casting to the structure 
for fish such as amberjack, 
cobia, snapper, or tuna. 


Slow-Troll 

Trolling-motor systems also 
allow you to slow-troll on a 
set course for a considerably 
more stealthy approach 
than using the main engine. 
It has paid off for me while 
slow- trolling live baits for 
thresher sharks off the coast 
of Southern California. We 
just set a trolling pattern on 
the multifunction display 


ELECTRONICS 


that boxed in a zone teeming 
with bait, a strategy that 
produced a 200-pound 
thresher. 

The same technique 
could be used, for instance, 
while slow- trolling live 
baits along a weed line for 
dolphin offshore; around a 
jetty for striped bass; over 
a nearshore wreck for king 
mackerel or along a kelp bed 
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for white seabass. 

Whether you fish from a 
bay boat or a flats skiff, you 
will be impressed with the 
wide range of utility and 
advantage offered by a troll- 
ing-motor autopilot system. 
It’s the electronic equivalent 
of an extra set of hands — a 
virtual crew member to 
drive the boat while you’re 
busy catching fish. ® 




^ TROLLING-MOTOR AUTOPILOT SYSTEMS 

MOTOR 

SYSTEM 

RETAIL 

COMPATIBLE MFDS 

j Minn Kota 

j Riptide 

T 

i-Pilot 

Starting at 
$1,199.99 

Humminbird 0nix,1100, 

900, 800,700 series 

1 Motorguide 
SW series 

Xi5 Pinpoint GPS 

Starting at 
$1,459.99 

Lowrance HDS Gen2 Touch, 
Gen3 series 





INCIAT 












w.' 
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Sailfish Capital of the World 


Guatemala is considered the best destination in the world for satifishing. 
The amount of bites an angler can get per day has no comparison! 

Come visit us and get your own personal catch 6 release record. 


Ihartif iht' Muyun Wf*rid 


www.visitguatemala.com f 
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Hojm. 


It’s the Honda of 
Outboards. Literally. 


\m 


Visit your Authorized Honda Marine Dealer or learn more online at marine.honda.com. 

© 2015 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read your owner’s manual. All Honda outboards meet ERA and CARB emission levels. 


mnmniE 

The Power Of Boating 


Quality, reliability, technology and fuehefficiency have made Honda an 
automotive legend. You’ll find those same strengths in every Honda Marine 
outboard. Honda outboards deliver best-oTclass features in models 
ranging from 2.3 to 250 hp. Many even share engine technology 
and components used in Honda vehicles like the Accord, Odyssey, 
Fit and Pilot — vehicles that have proven themselves over millions 
of miles. No wonder all Honda outboards are backed by the only 
5 'year manufacturer’s warranty in the industry. Power your boat with the brand 
that offers millions of miles of proven performance — Honda Marine. 


WARRANTY 

SeVftiH wairanw 
[fBtails at hcind3.com 





FLOAT PLAN 


NEW ELECTRONICS 
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GET REAL 

Garmin's new Panoptix 
sonar shows what's 
around your boat in 
real time, thanks to a 
multibeam, phased-array 
transducer and a contin- 
ually refreshing display. 
Options with Panoptix 
Forward or Panoptix Down 
transducer include LiveVu 
Forward; RealVu 3D for a 
3-D model of the bottom; 
LiveVu Down, RealVu 3D 
Flistorical or RealVu Down. 
$1,499.99; 
garmin.com 



LIGHT 'EM UP 

Ocean Scout handheld 
thermal imagers from 
FUR offer the power to 
see boats, buoys, debris 
and human targets up to 
600 yards away in total 
darkness. Available in 
240-by-180 resolution 
and 320-by-240 reso- 
lution, the 320 features 
extended range and 
video outputfor multi- 
function display viewing 
across popular platforms. 
$1,999, $2,999; 
flir.com 



REZ DISPENSER 

Furuno's NavNet 
TZtouch2 produces 
CHIRP-like sonar images 
four to eight times 
sharperthan convention- 
al fish finders, thanks to a 
56-channel GPS receiver 
and dual-frequency fish 
finder with RezBoost, 
with the 50/200 kFIz 
transducer you already 
have. Available in 12 . 1 - 
and 15.6-inch displays, 
both NMEA2000 com- 
patible. $3,995, $5,995; 
furunousa.com 





The 222 Sportfish with its tournament inspired 
32 gallon live well, 96 gallon fuel capacity, twin 
insulated fish boxes, and fully bolstered cockpit 
with tow rails, is one magnificent fishing machine! 
With options like, underwater LED lighting, under 
gunwale LED lighting, raw water washdown, 
custom fiberglass hardtop and clean, open deck 
configuration allows for flexibility and roominess 
that many boats in its class simply cannot offer. So 
it can be as serious as you are about your passion! 






www.PioneerBoats.conn 

Product of Carolina Composites, LLC 


Charting a new course. 
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Suddenly, 

you're in a whole different state of 


what a monster! 


GULF^SHORES & ORANGE BEACH|, 


Out here you can focus on what really' 


matters. Like the huge billfish explodi 


on your rig. Come be transformed by 


some of the richest inshore and offshore 


fishing grounds in the world 


OrangeBeach Fishing 


©OrangeBeachFi 





FLOAT PLAN 
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YOUR BOAT I 




SHOW OFF YOUR BOAT! 

From initial setup to modifications, show us how you've customized 
your boat to make it your ideal fishing machine. Send a short descrip- 
tion and a hi res image to: yourboat@saltwatersportsman.com. 

If we choose your boat, we'll send you a Star brite boat care kit: 
five products, a wash mitt and a bucket to keep your boat in top shape. 


MY BOAT 

JOHNATHAN KING, 
MURFREESBORO, TENNESSEE 

I live near Nashville, Tennessee, but I regularly 
trailer my Shearwater 23 down to Destin, Florida, 
and sometimes to South Carolina, Alabama and 
Louisiana. The word that best describes my boat is 
versatility. The front deck is roomy enough for two 
anglers, and there’s enough seating and cockpit 
space for my family. The hull design lets me fish 
flats and bays, and also run offshore when it’s 
not too rough. Thanks to the 81-gallon fuel tank, 
I have plenty of range. There’s a Power-Pole to 
stake out for inshore fish and 95 gallons of livewell 
space for enough bait to fish and chum. A total of 
24 rod holders let me bring a selection of outfits to 
tackle an 5 zthing inshore and offshore. Aside from 
the shade it provides, the T-top holds an electron- 
ics box with a second GPS and VHF radio, and the 
crow’s-nest above is invaluable when searching for 
cobia. Lastly, the trim tabs and hydraulic jack plate 
enable my Shearwater to run shallow, if needed, 
and come off plane is just 30 inches of water. ® 





GET A HANDLE ON YOUR GEAR 


THE pum FLO 'H eo SATCHEL 

This versatile tackle case features a deep starage bin 
with adjustable campartments an ane side and attaches 
two 3600 StowAway® Utility Boxes on the other. It allows 
you to quickly customize it for every outing, taking only 
the tackle you need. 


112300 FLEX’N GO™ SATCHEL 

Includes Two 3650 
StowAway® Utility Boxes 








FACTORY DIRECT 
800.635.3186 
www.hydraspdrts.com 




Boating reinvented. Again. 



THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
Outboard Powered, Center Console 




This /s the boat you've heard about... award-winning 53' Suehos, the world's iargest, outboard 
powered, center console from HydraSports Custom. 


Awarded... Best in Show, Miami International Boat Show, February 2015 
Awarded... Mil-Tough Rating, Structural Composites, February 2015 


53' Suehos features Advanced Combat Craft Construction, The US Navy has spent two million 
dollars developing this unique building technique. HydraSports Custom is the only recreational 
vessel utilizing this specific technology. This technology was developed by Structural Composites 
and has won numerous awards including three Congressional Medals of Merit. 


Able to run at high speeds in any conditions, 53 Suehos is specifically designed to be the most 
comfortable, angling correct boat ever built. 


To learn more visit, www.hydrasports.eom/5300suenos.aspx 



CUSTOA^ 


TOP SHOT 





ENDGAME/// 


With the battle nearly won, coordinated teamwpjkhetweeiran^ei' ^4^re^;^%e 


comes critical. Capt. Mike Lemon and crew 
this hlue marlin off the North Drop in the U.S. Virgm'Islandsjduring th e U SVgS^en^ 
Atlantic Blue Marlin Tournament, commonly know^ thfi/^ovSSout^^^ToiirnsoHtg^ 


even 


///..PHOTO BY RICHARD Gibson 
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FIND THE 
HOT BITE 
THIS MONTH 

mmtTRAVium 
FISHERMAN PACE 98 
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WHAT: Tarpon 


WHEN: April through July, 
best in MayandJune 


WHERE: Florida's Atlantic 
and Gulf coasts 


WHO: Boating anglers 
with flats skiffs, bay boats or 
small center consoles. The 
following guides can shorten 
the road to success: 


Capt. Andy Thompson 

Biscayne Bay, Everglades 
and upper Keys 
786 - 473-3185 
skiffguide1@yahoo.com 


Capt. Bryan 
"Bear" Holeman 

Middle and lower Keys 

727 - 452-6917 

bryan@holemanbrothers 


.com 


Capt.AI Keller 

Ten Thousand Islands and 
Apalachicola area 
770 - 855-5785 
fishalkeller@earthlink.net 


ON THE MOVE 

Every spring, 
thousands of 
tarpon begin 
their migration 
along both 
Elorida coasts. 




jT 


























aipt.'rtr 












Capt. Kevin Holley 

Gulf beaches, Boca Grande, 
Pine Island Sound 
239 - 872-0833 
captkevinholley@aol.com 
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>jiater Spq\ 


BY ALEX SUESCUN/// 


TOP TARPON GUIDES 
SOLVE THE SPRING 
MIGRATION RIDDLE. 


CARRABELLE 


C ■ 


FORT MYERS 


TEN 

THOUSAND SLANDS 


ISCAYNE 

IBAY 


FLAMINGO 


ISLAMORADA 




KEY WEST 






If you’ve felt the adrenaline rush and the sense of accomplishment derived 
I ill from even modest success with tarpon, you know the fabled “silver king” 
, is in a class all its own. This month, droves of this challenging game fish 

are already on the move along both coasts of the Sunshine State, and four 
tarpon pros help you tap into the annual migration and turn near misses and 
sporadic action into consistent triumphs. 
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FLORIDA SILVER RUSH// alex suescun 



Tir&'Tip ^ / 

"don't be afraid to scale down the leader 
and the fly or lure if you are not getting 
bites. Sometimes you even have to go with 
longer leaders and sparsely tied flies." 

Capt. Andy Thompson 



Backdrop Miami 

With downtown Miami a 
scant 15 miles away, Capt. 
Andy Thompson often 
targets tarpon in the south- 
eastern reaches of Biscayne 
Bay. The first few weeks of 
the migration, beginning in 
mid-April, he concentrates 
his efforts on oceanside 
flats from the Ragged Keys 
south to Angelfish Creek, 
where he gets shots at 
fish that haven’t yet been 
run over by unsuspecting 
boaters or bombarded 
with lures and flies from 
countless other anglers. 

Later on, he heads down 
to the upper Keys, where 
aside from intercepting 
fish traveling oceanside, 
Thompson has the option 
to venture into the back- 
country and fish Florida 
Bay and the Everglades. 

Upper Keys 
Front and Back 

“If it’s a calm morning, I 
head to the backcountry,” 
he explains. “But if the wind 
blows, the ocean flats are 
the best bet. In the back, 
laid-up tarpon are hard to 
see when it’s windy. But 
ocean fish still move then, 
and the lighter bottom 
makes them easier to spot.” 
Thompson adds that, while, 
tarpon cruising along 
Atlantic-side shallows are 
generally tougher to fool, 
they often bite best when 
the water is a bit murky as 
result of the wind. 

Thompson prefers to 


THOMPSON'S 
PRO TACKLE BOX 


FLYTACKLErll and 

12-weight outfits, Airflo 
Ridgelarpon fly lines, 

DIY leaders with 40- to 
60-pound fluorocarbon 
shock tippet 

SPINNING TACKLE: 

Medium-heavy 7-foot rods. 
Quantum Smoke 50 reels, 
30-pound braid, 50-pound 
fluorocarbon leaders 

BAITS: Shrimp on a jig 
head or free-lined for night 
fishing inlets. Keys bridges 
and channels 

LURES: MirrOlure 77 series' 
in chartreuse-and-gold 
and green-and-gold; Hogy 
Lures original series, 7- and 
10-inch, in bone, black 
and bubblegum; DOA 
Airheads in various colors 

FLIES: Oceanside, worm 
patterns on size 1 and 1/0 
hooks. For the backcountry, 
larpon Toads and EPTarpon 
Streamers in chartreuse, 
purple-and-black; and rust- 
and-brown on 2/0 hooks 




pole in 4 to 5 feet of water, 
but in deep bays and chan- 
nels with a strong current 
where tarpon sometimes 
congregate in the back- 
country, poling is often not 
an option. So Thompson 
put a Minn Kota iPilot in 
the front of his skiff, an ad- 
dition the guide claims has 
proven invaluable. “Now, in 
deep water, I can get ahead 
of rolling fish, turn the 
boat as needed, or stay put 


MirrOlure 77 Series 


espite wind and current.” 

When asked about the 
most common mistake 
tarpon anglers make, 
Thompson replied that 
many tend to hurry and 
cast too soon. “And most 
just cast ahead of an 
incoming school and hope 
for the best, instead of 
targeting an individual 
fish within the school and 
working the fly or lure 
based on its reactions.” 
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MARY RAULERSON (TOP) 





SAM ROOT (FAR RIGHT) 



BOW TO 
THE KING: 

A tarpon's 
acrobatics can 
be mesmeriz- 
ing, but don't 
forget to point 
the rod at the 
fish when 
it jumps. 


CRAB MEAL: 

Alive silver 
dollar-size crab 
under a float 
orfree-lined in 
the current is 
effective in the 
passes and 
the channels, 
right. 


Tirsi'Tip ^ ^ 

"Always keep track of where your lure or 
fly is in relation to the targeted fish, and 
do whatever is necessary to keep it in front 
and within the strike zone." 

Capt. Bryan "Bear" Holeman t 

h 



Lower Keys Basin 

Capt. Bryan “Bear” 
Holeman from Key West, 
Florida, targets tarpon 
from Marathon down to 
the Marquesas Keys, but 
he counts the basins on the 
Gulf side of the lower Keys 
among his favorite places to 
tangle with the silver king. 
“Big tarpon start trickling 
in as early as February, and 
some huge laid-up fish can 
be found there throughout 
the season,” he explains. 

Holeman sometimes uses 
a trolling motor to chase 
schools or keep his boat 


put at a specific ambush 
point, but he’d rather pole 
parallel to channels or 
slight depressions, as well 
as along edges where grass 
meets sand, especially near 
points and shallow bars 
that funnel tarpon down a 
predictable path. 

Blow and Flow 

Holeman prefers sunny 
days with a slight wind in 
the backcountry. And he 
finds the best action in the 
lower Keys often comes 
after a strong south wind. 
“Once the wind dies, the 


HOLEMAN'S 
PRO TACKLE BOX 


FLY TACKLE: 11 -weight 
outfits, Airf 1 0 Ridge Tarpon 
and RIOTarponTechnical fly 
lines, DIY leaders with 40- to 
60-pound fluoro shock tippet 

SPINNING TACKLE: 

Medium-heavy 6 y 2 - and 
7-foot rods, Shimano 
StradicSOOO reels, 

30-pound braid, 50-pound 
fluorocarbon leaders 

BAITS: Live crabs 2 to 3 feet 
below a small natural cork 
float; free-lined pilchards. 
Both on 2/0 live-bait hooks, 
sometimes keel-weighted 
hooks to keep a crab under 
the float at a precise depth 



LURES: Hogy Lures original 
series 10 -inch in bubble 
gum; 6 -inch Gulp! Saltwater 
Jerk Shad in nuclear chicken 
rigged with heavy-duty worm 
style hook X 

Gulp! ^ 
Jerk Shad 


FLIES: Worm and 
shrimp flies. Tarpon 
Bunnies and various 
fly patterns with 
marabou tails to 
tease the fish 




water stays cloudy. Then 
the tarpon are easier to 
approach, and they usually 
eat better,” he says. 

While many anglers favor 
the big ebbs and floods that 
occur around the new and 
full moons, Holeman is 
particularly fond of a spring 
rising tide right after a 
negative low. He says then, 
aside from benefiting from 
the strong tidal flow, murky 
water conditions similar 
to those after a prolonged 
southerly blow improve the 
tarpon bite considerably. 



Don’t Give Up 

The ideal presentation 
allows a tarpon to focus on 
your fly or lure with both 
eyes, meaning that the 
artificial remains directly 
in front of the fish as it 
approaches. But Holeman 
believes many anglers tend 
to give up on a fish and quit 
stripping or reeling too 
soon. He’s also convinced 
that even experienced tar- 
pon anglers often attempt 
to set the hook too early. 

He clarifies that you should 
always keep stripping or 
reeling until you feel some 
weight; that way, the hook 
finds a spot to lodge during 
the hook-set. 
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FLORIDA SILVER RUSH/// a l e x s u e s c u n 




'Vif& 'Tip ^ ^ 

“When fishing deep bays and channels, 
or in stained water, always work the lure or 
fly all the way to the boat. A tarpon could 
be tracking it, and the fish will lose interest 
if you stop or slow down the retrieve." 

Capt.AI Keller 


Western Front 

Capt. A1 Keller chooses the 
west coast of Florida for his 
tarpon pursuits. He spends 
April and May tracking 
them in the Ten Thousand 
Islands, near Marco Island, 
before moving up to 
Carrabelle to target fish in 
and around Apalachicola 
Bay in June and July. 

Dotted with secluded 
fiats, protected coves and 
brackish bays alive with 
baitfish and crustaceans. 
Ten Thousand Islands is 
where migrating tarpon 
temporarily mingle with 
resident fish as they seek 
forage and a rest stop 
before continuing their 
journey. Once the water 
temperature reaches 
74 degrees, Keller begins 
his search here. 


Hide and Seek 

“I concentrate on bays 
with deep creeks in them 
or nearby that provide the 
water flow and food supply 
to hold tarpon,” says Keller. 
With dark bottom and tan- 
nic water often prevalent, 
the veteran guide relies on 
spotting fish waking, fin- 
ning, rolling or busting bait. 

A light wind is ideal, but 
he says clear, sunny skies 
are not as critical. As in 
other areas, spring tides 
provide a major boost, and 
Keller believes a low tide 
between 9:30 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m., three to four 
days after a new or full 
moon, typically signals a 
peak feeding period. 


FLYTACKLE: 11 and 

1 2-weight outfits, RIO Tropical 
Outbound Short series float- 
ing and sink-tip fly lines, DIY 
leaders with 60- to 80-pound 
fluorocarbon shock tippet 


SPINNING TACKLE: 

Medium-heavy 7y2-foot rods, 
Shimano Stradic 5000 reels, 
30-pound braid, 60-pound 
fluorocarbon leaders 


BAIT-CASTING TACKLE: 

Medium-heavy 7y2-foot rods, 
Shimano Curado 300 reels, 
30-pound braid, 60-pound 
fluorocarbon leaders 


LURES: Bomber Saltwater 
Grade Long A plugs in 
black-and-silverand char- 
treuse-and-silver, DOA Bait 
Buster in similar colors, with 
4x strong hooks 


FLIES: EP Tarpon SP 
Everglades and Peanut Butter 
in slate-and-olive; and black- 
and-purple, on 2/0 hooks 


KELLER'S 
PRO TACKLE BOX 
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FLY ZONE: 

Even in deep 
water, tarpon 
eat flies, 
which land 
and move 
more subtly 
than most 
baits and 
artificials. 


BRIDLED 
OR NOT: 

Live thread- 
fin herring 
account for 
many tarpon 
hookups, 
bottom right. 



HOLLEY'S 
PRO TACKLE BOX 


FLYTACKLE:10 and 

12-weight outfits, floating 
fly lines, DIY leaders with 
50- to 80-pound fluorocarbon 
shock tippet 

SPINNING: Med ium-heavy 
8-foot rods. Quantum Cabo 60 
reels, 50-pound braid; leaders 
of 4 to 5 feet of 50-pound mono 
tied to 1 y 2 to 2 feet of 80-pound 
fluorocarbon 


Hot Corner 

Strategically located where 
the Florida Panhandle 
and the Big Bend meet, 
Apalachicola Bay and its 
neighboring Gulf waters 
offer reliable tarpon action 
until an extended period of 
severe weather hits in late 
July or early August. 

Points, sand bars and 
edges are likely tarpon 
thoroughfares around 
Apalachicola, but Keller 
deems the presence of bait 
pods, especially menhaden, 
is often crucial to pin- 
pointing the fish. Though 
he targets them mostly 
in clear water and over 
light, sand bottom, tarpon 
around these parts are far 
from timid when striking 
a lure or fly. Keller says it’s 
not uncommon for a fish 
to aggressively follow and 
strike at boat-side. 


Fort Myers Beach for many 
years, and he favors free- 
lining threadfin herring, but 
sometimes he opts for crabs, 
especially after a “hill tide” 
(very high spring tide), when 
tarpon gather in the passes 
to feast on multitudes of 
crabs pushed by the strong 
outgoing flow. 

Out in the Gulf, tides 
don’t matter, and ambush 
points are based on the 
depth — 12 to 28 feet — 
rather than bottom topo- 
graphy. Water movement, 
bait aggregations and signs 
of tarpon are what Holley 
looks for. When he locates a 
school, he keeps up with his 
trolling motor, and he lets 
his GPS tracking register 
the path tarpon follow. 



BAITS: Free-lined live threadfin 
herring and crabs (sometimes 
suspended 3 to 5 feet below 
a float in depths under 
1 5 feet). Gamakatsu Octopus 
circle hooks - 6/0 for herring, 
4/0 or smaller for crabs 

LURES: 10-inch Hogy Lures 
original series in dark patterns 
in the morning; lighter or 
brighter ones later in the day 


Hogy Lure 


Black-Purple 

Tarpon 

Streamer 


FLIES: Black-and 
purple split-wing 
tarpon streamers 
on 3/0 hooks 


Live-Bait Central 

While flies and lures take 
tarpon in southwest Florida, 
live-baiting is overwhelm- 
ingly more popular. Capt. 
Kevin Holley has pursued 
the silver leviathans from 
Boca Grande Pass south to 


Sound Adviee 

The last two weeks in May, 
Holley often looks for 
fish in Pine Island Sound, 
particularly when strong 
winds make conditions 
difficult in open water. In 
June, he concentrates on 
Johnson Shoals and other 
spots near Boca Grande. 

In late June and July, 
he targets fish in north 
Charlotte Harbor. 

Holley also fishes around 
shrimp boats anchored 
as far as 10 miles out, but 
he catches most tarpon 
along the beaches. “Off 
Sanibel Island, I fish from 
1/4 mile to 2 miles from 
shore. Off Captiva, where 
it’s deeper, tarpon travel 
closer to the beach, from 
just a few yards to a couple 
of hundred yards out,” 
explains the guide. ® 



MAY 201 5 - SALTWATERSPORTSMAN.COM 69 











. -g- 




Capt. Adam Jaynes 

Sabine Lake, 
Louisiana-Texas border 
409 - 988-3901 
amjaynes@gmail.com 


GAME'S AFOOT: 

Wading is a great 
way to sneak up on 
trophy trout in clear, 
shallow water. 


WHAT: Trophy 
spotted seatrout 




WHEN: Year-round 


WHERE: East Coast of 
Florida to Texas Gulf Coast 


WHO: DIY boating and 
wading anglers can target 
large seatrout successfully, 
but a boat permits fishing 
in productive areas that 
can't be reached on foot. 
Local knowledge is key, 
and the following guides 
expedite the learning 
process: 


Capt. Patric Garmeson 

Daphne,Alabama 

251 - 747-1554 

pgarmeson@gmail.com 
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SPECIALISTS 


PRO INSIGHTS 
FOR RIG SEATROUT 
FROM EAST TO WEST 

///BY BOB MCNALLY 


While it’s possible to luck into a bragging-size trout now and then, 
catching trophies consistently takes skill and a thorough knowledge 
of the fish’s habits and habitats. Three inshore experts who tally 
numerous heavyweights every year detail the secrets to their ongoing 
success with hefty spotted seatrout from Florida to Texas. 


TOURNEY PRO 
EDDIE CABLER 




CAPT 


mm 


PATRIC GARMESON 
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THE TROUT SPECIALISTS// by bob mcn ally 



FISHY 

COUNTERFEIT: 

Oversize trout 
preying on 
mullet and other 
baitfish often fall 
for imitations. 


Go for Pi^s 

Many trout fishermen are jig 
casters, but when big trout 
are the target, Eddie Cabler, 
trout tournament top gun 
from Jacksonville, Florida, 
loves plugs. He’s lost count 
of the trout weighing over 
6 pounds he’s caught. But he 
remembers landing three 
over 10 pounds, including a 


32-inch behemoth that hit 
the 12-pound mark on the 
scale. He favors MirrOlures 
in natural color schemes that 
best imitate baitfish native to 
northeast Florida. 

Winter Slowdown 

In cold water, baitfish schools 
often go deep and the trout 
that prey on them follow 


suit. In addition, trout are 
not nearly as active when 
temperatures drop, says 
Cabler, so anglers must adjust 
their tactics accordingly. He 
advises to switch to sinking 
plugs and work them slowly. 
And use lots of pauses during 
the retrieve because most 
trout hit a lure just as it 
starts to move. “Sometimes 
fishing this way can be 
boring, but it’s deadly on 
big fish,” he says. 

In water cooler than 
65 degrees, Cabler goes to 
twitch baits that have very 
little inherent action, and he 
insists those with rattles are 
more effective. He prefers 
the TTR and 52M series 
MirrOlures, again, in natural 



TirS) -Tip ^ / 

"Once trout get pretty good size - 
4 pounds or more - they feed primarily 
on mullet, pinfish, menhaden and other 
f in fish. So for big trout, I want bigger lures, 
and plugs definitely work best for me." 

Eddie Cabler 



colors. Considering a 1-foot- 
per-second sink rate, Cabler 
uses the countdown method 
to estimate when his lure 
has reached the desired 
depth. And sometimes he’ll 
add stick-on weights to help 
a plug sink quicker. 


StayTi^ht 
for Bites 

Using his depth finder to 
locate bait schools and 
likely trout ambush spots, 
Cabler often works water 
8 to 12 feet deep, targeting 
drop-offs and ledges. “I want 
my plugs tight to a drop-off,” 
he says. “Use your depth 
finder to keep the boat near 
a ledge or rocky drop-off and 
make long casts parallel to it. 
Casting perpendicular to 
that ledge or drop-off is not 
as productive because your 
lure doesn’t stay long in the 
zone where big trout are 
holding.” He adds that, “if 
you find bait schools in deep 
water, work plugs around 
those areas and your big 
trout catches will improve.” 


CABLER'S 
PRO TACKLE BOX 


RODS: Quantum Smoke 
6 y 2 -foot to 6 -foot 9-inch 
medium-light action spinning 
and Abu Garcia 6 y 2 -foot 
medium-heavy bait-casting 

REELS: Shimano Sustain 1000 
forspinning and Abu Garcia 
REVO Rocket for bait-casting 

LINE: PowerPro, 8 -pound for 
spinning and 10 -pound for 
bait-casting 

LEADER: 2 feet of 1 2-pound 
fluorocarbon for spinning and 
14-pound for bait-casting 


MirrOlure MirrOdine XL 
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THE WORLD’S FIRST 12-FOOT SHALLOW WATER ANCHOR IS ALSO 30o/o QUIETER. 

We’ve lowered the anchor, raised the bar and silenced the competition. The bold 12' and 10' Talons 
are 30% quieter, 30% more powerful and 100% guaranteed to be the last shallow water "anchor 
you’ll ever need. We’ve never been prouder to hit rock bottom. 


Save $ioo on any Talon Shallow Water Anchor. 
For details, visit minnkotamotors.com/Talon. 


TALON REBATE 

BETWEEN 1/1/15 AND 6/1/15 








THESE LURES FOOL BIG SEATROUT IN A VARIETY OF LOCALES AND SITUATIONS: 

MirrOlure TTR, 52M series and MirrOdine XL in black, green or blue backs with silver sides; Paul Brown's Fat Boy in 
pearl-and-chartreuse, or pink-and-silver, 1 ; H&H Vs- to y 2 -ounce Sparkle Beetle jigs in chartreuse, white or root beer; 
Saltwater Rat-L-Trapy 2 -ouncegold-and-black; Egret 5-inch Wedgetail mullet in limeaid or white diamond; Kick A Mullet 
Jr. in pink-flash-chartreuse, 2 , redhead flash or black-back flash; Heddon Saltwater Super Spook in redhead, 3 , clown or 
pink-and-gold. 


well near the bait pods, and, 
at times, he opts for plugs 
such as a 1 / 2 -ounce gold- 
and-black Rat-L-Trap or a 
MirrOdine XL. 


RODS: Wrights McGill 7-foot 
medium-action spinning 

REELS: Shimano Sedona or 
Sahara spinning 

LINE: PowerPro, 20 pound 

LEADER: 4 to 8 feet of 
20-pound fluorocarbon 




TROUT SPECIALISTS/// by bob mcnally 


'PtrS) 'Tip 4 ^ 

"When water temperatures reach about 
70 degrees - which is about May in south 
Alabama - 1 find trout on shallower flats 
of sand mixed with oyster shell. But it's 
got to be pretty salty; that's an important 
key when water starts warming up." 

Capt. Patric Garmeson 


Hands-Off Hookups 

As a charter captain in 
Daphne, Alabama, Capt. 
Patric Garmeson has learned 
that a hands-off approach 
he calls “do-nothing” fishing 
often produces the biggest 
seatrout. “We rig rods with 
H&H 3/g- to 1 / 2 -ounce Sparkle 
Beetle jigs and make con- 
trolled drifts with an electric 
motor over likely areas.” 
Garmeson also shared that 
the rods are left in gunnel 
holders — not held by anglers 
— and no hook-set is made. 
The jigs are left to bump 
along the bottom, and when a 
trout takes, the rod just bows 
and the angler picks up the 
rod to fight the fish. “We just 
slide along with the current, 
allowing the lures to bump 
bottom freely and the trout 
to take lures unimpeded. It’s 
a very natural lure presen- 
tation.” For this technique, 
Garmeson employs three 
to five jigs of varying colors, 
and he prefers outgoing tides 


running at 1 to 2 knots. 

Saline Solution 

Sometimes in spring and 
summer, abundant rain 
pushes bait and trout well 
down river mouths and out 
into the Gulf of Mexico, 
forcing anglers to keep 
moving to locate fish. “Saline 
content diminishes, and fish 
move to find the right mix 
of salt and fresh water,” he 
says. “Then it’s best to work 
stretches about 300 yards 
long. If nothing hits, try a 
different spot.” 

Electronic 

Surveillance 

Garmeson believes locating 
bait schools is essential 
to pinpointing big trout. 
Surface swirls or dimpling 
at the surface can lead to 
pods of mullet or menha- 
den, with trout nearby, but a 
sensitive sonar helps locate 
deeper bait schools. “I use a 
Lowrance HDS-7 color unit,” 


he says. “It’s very helpful in 
locating bait pods, and, with 
a little experience, it’s easy to 
see individual big trout.” 

“Pinfish, croakers, white 
trout, mullet, menhaden, 
shad and shrimp show 
well on sonar at middepths. 
Big trout usually are on the 
bottom, relating to the bait.” 
According to Garmeson, 
live shrimp and jigs produce 


BUMPIN' LONG: 

A Sparkle Beetle 
jig left to bounce 
freely entices 
hefty trout. 


ALL-PRO ARSENAL 


GARMESON'S 
PRO TACKLE BOX 
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WHAT YOU DON’T KNOW 
CAN COST YOU 


new propeller: $350 
towing service: $500 
gearcase replacement: $5,000 
hull repair: $12,000 


> *17,850 



cost for boater safety course that 
could have prevented this accident 


€>no/ of boating deaths occurred on boats where the 
OU /Q operator had not received boating safety instruction. 





YOUR BOATING 'MM 

DOLLARS AT WORK ^^0 


Education Prevents Accidents. 
Take A Boating Safety Course. 


SALTWATERSPORTSMAN.COM/BOATIN 




AFETY 


lifidcni ^ratu from Sport i ish Rcstomtiots and 
Roasing Trust Fundy tid in mistered by th^ y.5i. CrPiiii fjf/crril 




THE TROUT SPECIALISTS//// by bob mcnally 



Get Wet 
for Trophies 

Capt. Adam Jaynes, inshore 
guide on tidal Sabine Lake in 
the Texas-Louisiana border, 
turns to wading during 
windy spring weather, when 
big seatrout are in skinny, 
clear water, to take hull slap 
and other likely boat noises 
out of the equation. “Big 
trout on Sabine are shallow 
in spring and are very 
skittish about noise, so 
wading is the best way to 
go,” he says. “Also, in a boat, 
it’s easy to drift over fish 
and spook them.” 


Jaynes prefers the clear, 
salty water pushed in by 
incoming tides, and he 
works areas from knee- to 
waist-deep. “Wading in 
water in the high 60s to low 
70s isn’t uncomfortable, and 
we catch many more fish 
of 4 to 8 pounds. I anchor 
my boat 100 yards from 
where I want to fish, and I 
concentrate on mud lumps, 
grass clumps and shell beds 
with lots of bait.” Jaynes 
also relayed that he and his 
clients wade with the wind 
at their backs, so it’s easy to 
make long casts and lower 



'Pir0-Tip ^ ^ 

"Wedgetails have a big vibrating tail 
that turns trout on. The small grubs 
fished on jigs imitate shrimp well. 

And since we catch a lot offish, I like 
the single hook because it makes 
unhooking and releasing them easier." 

Capt. Adam Jaynes 


the odds of spooking trout. 

When wading for spring 
mega trout, he selects one 
of three choices: an Egret 
4-inch Kick A Mullet Jr. 
fished with a steady retrieve 
just below the surface, 
or with a twitch-twitch- 
pause action; a Heddon 
Super Spook worked with 
a constant walk-the-dog 
retrieve; a Paul Brown’s 
Fat Boy fished with a 
walk-the-dog action, or 
a twitch-twitch-pause. 

Ni^ht Moves 

In summer, catching 
seatrout at night is a 
common tactic, but Ja 5 mes 
targets 3- to 6-pounders, 
which he claims act differ- 
ently than smaller trout. 

“I don’t fish near lights,” 
he says. “Lights attract 
bait and trout, but most 
fish are on the small side. 
Instead, I wade fiats around 
spoil islands adjacent to the 
35-foot deep Intracoastal 



JAYNE'S 

PRO TACKLE BOX 


RODS: Sarge Freebird 6-foot 
5-inch custom medium-action 
bait-casting 

REELS: Lew's BB1 Inshore 
Speed Spool bait-casting 

LINE: Fins Windtamer braid, 
30 pound 

LEADER: 4 to 5 feet of 
20- to 30-pound Berkley 
Big Game mono 



Waterway. After the sun sets, 
heavy trout come out of that 
deep water to feed up on 
the shallows during moving 
tide phases.” 

For night duty, Jaynes 
has two favorites: an Egret 
5-inch Wedgetail Mullet 
fished on a Vs-ounce jig 
head with a steady retrieve, 
and a Heddon Super Spook 
fished slowly, with lots of 
pauses to help big trout 
catch up to it. 

Bird-Watching 

Jaynes believes the easiest 
and best fishing for trout 
in the 3- to 6 -pound range 
takes place in autumn. 
“That’s when shrimp pour 
out of tidal marsh creeks 
into Sabine Lake and big 
trout and redfish hammer 
them. Fish are under birds, 
and we slam them with 
small, brightly colored Egret 
3 1 / 2 -inch Wedgetails on 
Vs- to V 4 -ounce jig heads.” 

Jaynes adds that, under 
birds, trout often are small, 
so it’s wise to keep moving, 
fishing different flocks of 
birds and bait schools to 
locate the big ones, usually 
in open water 6 to 7 feet 
deep. “Sometimes surface 
foam under birds indicates 
bigger trout feeding below 
the surface, and it’s not 
uncommon for heavy 
redfish to be in the mix.” ® 
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IT IS WHAT'S 


B€LOW TH€ SURFACE 





THAT COUNTS 

Winner of multiple awards in 2014, the SeaVee Z has redefined what’s possible 
below the waterline, setting new benchmarks for performance, efficiency, ride 
quality and seaworthiness. Learn more online. 


yJpssD 

t-TECI— lrs]CDl_OGl^^ 




S&K TRIALS ' 30S.759.S4IS 



FACeBOOlCCCW/SEAVEEBOATS 



leAP THE WAY 
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CAPT. 
JACKSPRENGEL 

Narragansett Bay, 
Rhode Island 


PRO TUNA 
TACTICS 

FOUR REGIONAL EXPERTS TAKE 
TUNA FISHING TO THE NEXT LEVEL. 


CAPT. 

KEVIN BEACH 

Venice, Louisiana 


/// BY RIC BURNLEY 


CAPT. 

JAMIE THINNES 

San Diego, 
California 


CAPT. 

DICK HARRIS 

Oregon Inlet, 
North Carolina 
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PRO TUNA TACTICS// ric burnley 


On Tuesday morning, the boat ramp is 
quiet, the parking lot empty. Tuesday 
night, a charter skipper posts a photo on 
Facebook of a limit of tuna on the dock. 

Come Wednesday, the ramp is full of boats, 
the parking lot stacked with trailers and frantic 
anglers scurry in the pre-dawn dark. Nothing gets 
offshore anglers more excited than the mention 
of tuna. From the Northeast to the West Coast, 
tuna pros dig into a deep bag of tricks to fool these 
sharp-eyed, hard-pulling and delicious predators. 





TifS) 'Tip 4 / 

"Most people work a jig as fast 
as possible, but sometimes the 
fish want a slow approach, even 
a dead-stick." 


REAL WICKED TUNA 

From his home base in Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island, 
Capt. Jack Sprengel at East Coast Charters (eastcoast 
chartersri.com) targets tuna from early summer to late fall. 


I nshore, he chases 

bluefins with topwater 
lures and soft-plastic 
jigs. “The fish seem to swim 
into the wind, so I like a west 
wind to bring them inshore,” 
Sprengel says, adding that 
bluefin tuna like a chop and 
10- to 15-knot wind. 

Offshore, the best action 
is in the canyons and along 
deepwater drops. “I head 
for the northwest corner 
of a warm-water eddy that 
crosses some type of under- 
water structure,” Sprengel 
explains. “Even a 2 -degree 
temperature difference 
can hold fish.” He also likes 
clear water and looks for 
low chlorophyll counts on 
satellite images. 

In late summer, Sprengel 
turns his attention to the 
night bite. He trolls spreader 
bars, swimming plugs and 
skirted baits until an hour 


after sunset. Once night 
falls, Sprengel puts out the 
Hydro Glow light and bait 
rigs. He stresses thawing 
butterfish completely. 
“Frozen chunks float and 
attract sharks,” he says. 

He drifts three baits, 
one just inside the light, one 
halfway between the light 
and the thermocline, and 
another at the thermocline. 
“I adjust the gain on my 
fish finder to pick up the 
thermocline,” he says. 

Sprengel also jigs with 
vertical jigs and soft plastics. 
He’ll drift all night, then 
turn to trolling from an 
hour before dawn until late 
morning. “I’ve fished with- 
out a bite for eight hours 
for two hours of action,” 
Sprengel claims. “The key 
is to have your act together, 
fish where the life is, and be 
ready for an 5 d;hing.” 



SPRENGEL'S 
PRO TACKLE BOX 


TROLLING: Medium- 
heavy stand-up outfits 
spooled with 100-pound 
braid. Add 30 feet of 
200-pound mono leader 
to a spreader bar and 
a 7- to 12-inch squid, 

Joe Shute Lures Bluefin 
Series or RapalaX-Rap 
Magnum 30 

CHUNKING: Same 
outfits as for trolling, but 
with 50- to 180-pound 
fluorocarbon leader, 

6/0 to 9/0 circle hook 

JIGGING: 6 foot 
heavy-action spinning 
outfits with 80-pound 
hollow-core braid and 
80- to 100-pound 
fluorocarbon leader 

LURES: 10-inch RonZ 
Big Game Series; 

7-to H-ounce flutter 
jigs; Shimano Orca 
or Strategic Angler 
topwater lures 





80 SALTWATERSP0RTSMAN.COM - MAY 2015 








RAPALAX-RAP 
MAGNUM 30 

Troll a diving lure 
behind a spreader- 
bar teaser. 


SHIMANO ORCA 

Cast topwaters when 
fish are hitting on 
the surface. 


JOESHUTE 
BLUEFIN SERIES 

Another effective 
option to pull 
30 feet behind a 
spreader bar. 


FLUHERJIG 

While drifting and^ 
chunking at night, 
drop a jig deep, to 
thethermocline. 
Vary the retrieve 
from normal speed 
to a simple dead- 
stick activated 
by the motion 
of the boat. 


REFINED 
TASTE: Yellowfin 
tuna demand a 
proper imitation 
of their accus- 
tomed forage. 
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PRO TUNA TACTICS/// ric burnley 


THINNES' 

PRO TACKLE BOX 


LIVE BAIT: 8 -foot medi- 
um-heavy conventional 
rod and 20 -pound-class, 
two-speed reel spooled 
with 50-pound braid, 
40-pound top shot, 

4 feet of 30- to 15-pound 
fluorocarbon leader, 

2/0 Owner Gorilla hook 

TROLLING: 30-pound 
rod and reel, 80-pound 
braid, 300 feet of 
50-pound mono top 
shot, 4 feet of 80- to 
100 -pound leader 



'Pife/'fip 4 ^ 

'7 look for a hard break in the water 
temperature - 64 to 72 degrees is 
perfect - and dear blue water." 


LEFT COAST LESSONS 


Capt. Jamie Thinnes of seasonssportfishing.com claims 
tuna fishing is good and getting better off San Diego. “We’re 
seeing more fish — and bigger ones, too,” he says. 




Add a lipped plug to 
the trolling spread, 
on a flat line off one 



transom 

corner. 


CEDAR PLUG 

Drop a cedar plug k 
backinthemiddleflk 
of the spread, in WM 
the Clearwater |w| 
behind the wake. W 


ZUKERTUNA 

FEATHER 

Pull a tuna feather 
from one of the 
transom flat lines. 



T una season begins 
in early summer 
with the arrival 
of albacore, followed by 
yellowfins midsummer 
and bluefins as the season 
heats up, with early fall 
the hottest time of year. 
Thinnes starts the day with 
the satellite image of water 
temperature and chloro- 
phyll count. Once he’s in the 
zone, Thinnes trolls tuna 
feathers and cedar plugs 
while searching for diving 
terns and kelp paddies. He 
runs a cedar plug down the 
center in the clear water 
behind the boat wake. Tuna 
feathers take up the short 
riggers, and he runs a small 
jet-head lure on one flat 
line and a Rapala X-Rap 
Magnum 30 on the other. 

To crack open the bite from 
lockjaw tuna, he’ll add a 12- 
bait spreader bar to the mix. 
When he finds floating 


kelp, he sets out live baits 
on light tackle and drifts 
quietly past the paddy. “I 
start my first drift to pass 
100 yards from the paddy,” 
he says, “then make my next 
drift so I go a little closer.” 
Not only does this keep him 
from spooking fish directly 
under the vegetation, it 
puts his baits in front of 
tuna that are hanging on the 
outskirts. 

Thinnes says live bait 
is the “it” factor for SoCal 
tuna, and he is careful how 
he transfers it. “Ask the guy 
at the bait receiver to only 
put two or three baits in the 
net at a time, and dip baits 
off the top of the tank when 
you’re fishing.” Thinnes 
laughs when he sees boats 
blasting through rough 
seas with a tank full of bait. 
“That beats up the baits,” he 
explains. “You have to treat 
your bait like family.” 




READY RIG: 

Oil production 
platforms in 
the Gulf of 
Mexico draw 
bait and tuna. 


JIG TIME: 

West Coast 
tunas hit jigs 
dropped deep 
as well as 
surface lures, 
below left. 


COMPAa 

POWER: 

Smaller reels 
designed for 
braid pack 
plenty of 
power, below. 


BEACH'S 

PRO TACKLE BOX 


SMALL TUNA: 6/2 foot 
medium-heavy, stand-up 
rod and 25-pound-class, 
two-speed reel spooled with 
80-pound hollow-core braid 
and 50 to 100 feet of 60- to 
80-pound leader 



LARGE TUNA: 50-pound- 
class stand-up rod, matching 
two-speed reel, 130-pound 
hollow-core backing, 80-pound 
top shot, 130- to 170-pound 
wind-on fluoro leader, and 
7/OMustad 39950BLN to 3/0 
MustadR10827NP-BN hooks 


82 SALTWATERSP0RTSMAN.COM - MAY 201 5 






RIC BURNLEY (BOTTOM LEFT); ALEX SUESCUN (ABOVE) 



"People look at me like I have three 
heads when I tell them I'm using 
a 3/0 hook for 100-pound tuna, 
but they do the job. It makes 
a difference." 


GULF OF TUNA 

Tuna season never ends off Venice, Louisiana, so 
Capt. Kevin Beach (mgfishing.com) stays busy all year. 


'Pr0'rip ^ ^ 

"If I get a single bite, I might 
drop the baits 500 feet back." 


MID-ATLANTIC MAYHEM 

On a good day, crews leaving Oregon Inlet, North Carolina, 
fill a two-fish-per- angler limit of yellowfins and return to 
the dock before lunch. “Then there’s the ‘other’ days,” says 
Capt. Dick Harris on Fintastic (fintasticsportfishing.com). 
When the tuna just won’t cooperate, he takes his game to 
the next level. 




H arris says running 
the humps and 
canyons where 
the edge of the Gulf Stream 
crosses the 100 fathom 
drop can be a good game 
plan. But if the fish aren’t 
home, he searches along the 
100 fathom edge, zigzagging 
offshore and inshore. 

Once Harris finds fish, he 
pays close attention to his 
direction and speed when 
he gets a bite. “Many small 
boaters troll too slowly,” 
he points out, suggesting 
a speed around 7 or even 
8 knots. “If I get a single 
bite, I might drop the baits 
500 feet back,” he adds. “If 
they hit me all at once. I’ll 
tighten up the spread.” 


Harris’ yellowfin 
spread consists of eight 
to 10 skirted ballyhoo. To 
catch sharp-sighted tuna, 
Harris makes sure his baits 
are perfect. He switches out 
ballyhoo as soon as they lose 
scales or loosen on the hook. 
He also demands perfection 
in his skirts. “Make sure the 
hair isn’t bunched up or too 
thick,” he says. Harris insists 
that a skirt works best on its 
second or third day in the 
spread. “Maybe it absorbs 
the scent,” he says, “but a 
fresh skirt won’t get as many 
bites.” If the fish still won’t 
respond, he’ll replace the 
rubber band with Monel 
wire and paint the hooks 
black or red. ® 


T o find tuna, he first 
looks at the satellite 
temperature shot. 

“I look for 68 degree 
water. That’s their happy 
place,” Beach says. When 
he stumbles across a grass 
line or trap float, he uses 
a sabiki rig to load up on 
mackerel and speedos. “I 
have a different style and 
size sabiki for different 
types of bait,” Beach says. 

“I call it sabiki fruitcake.” 

When Beach hooks one 
tuna, he casts another 


livey clear of the hooked 
fish and into the nearby 
school. “That’s how we turn 
a single into a double or 
triple hookup,” he says. 

Tuna come in many 
sizes off Venice, and Beach 
believes hook choice is crit- 
ical. “You can get away with 
a 7/0 Mustad 39950BLN 
circle hook on most baits,” 
he says, “but in the summer, 
we use smaller mackerel and 
speedos for bait, so I switch 
to a Mustad R10827NP 3/0 
hook with a ringed eye.” 


HARRIS' PRO TACKLE BOX 



CLASSIC: Sea Witch skirts rigged over a ballyhoo on a 9/0 hook offer a 
classic trolling presentation for mid-Atlantic tuna. 
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PLANNER 


WHAT: Calico bass 


WHERE: Kelp beds 
and boiler rocks of 
Southern California's 
coast and offshore islands. 



WHEN: Year-round. 



WHO: Boating anglers 
with reliable craft from 
22 feet up. Those without a 
boat or looking for expert 
hands-on advice can con- 
tact one of these guides: 


Always an Adventure 

Capt. Barry Brightenburg 
619 - 540-8944 
alwaysanadventure 
charters.com 


Coastal Charters 

Capt. Ben Florentine 

310 - 779-0397 

fishcoastalcharters.com 


Fishing with 
Capt. Jimmy Decker 

Capt. Jimmy Decker 

949 - 280-4597 

fishingwithdecker.com 
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" tournament pros divulge 

- THEIR SECRETS FOR CATCHING 
MONSTER CALICO RASS. 

/// BY JIM HENDRICKS 

With the morning sun peeking over the coastal mountains, a strong tide off the rocky 
shoreline of California’s Palos Verdes peninsula bent the thick kelp forest sideways. 
Right after idling into position, Capt. Ben Florentine cast a light metal jig known locally 
as “surface iron.” During the retrieve, the jig swam enticingly over the submerged 
amber fronds, but not for long. A big, aggressive calico bass rocketed from under the 
swaying canopy, inhaling the lure and bullying its way back down into the kelp. 
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KELP CRUSHERS// JIM hendricks 




CALIFORNIA 
CALICO BASS 


PRO TACKLE BOX 


RODS: 71 / 2 - to 
9-foot medium to 
heavy action with 
lots of backbone. 

REELS: Match- 
ing high-ratio 
bait-casters, such as 
ShimanoTranxor 
Okuma Komodo. 

LINE: 65- to 

80-pound-test 
braid with 4 feet of 
50- or 60-pound 
fluoro leader. 

LURES: 7/2-1 nch 
Big PanchoGame 
Changer, rigged with 
a weedless weighted 
hook[1]; 5%-inch 
Shimano Waxwing 
[ 2 ]; Kicker 45 or 
Tady 45 in brown or 
amber [ 3 ]; 9-inch 
Sledge Hammer 
with 1-to iy 2 -inch 
weedless leadhead; 
Jackall Ammonite 
Shad, rigged with a 
weighted weed- 
less hook. 



F \ “4 Florentine reared back and wound 
I J fast, winning the battle that ended 
^ ^ with the release of the chunky 
checkerboard-sided bass, a genuine 
kelp crusher estimated at 8 V 2 pounds. 
The calico bass, also known as kelp bass, is one 
of the few species afforded game-fish status 
in the Golden State. Commercial fishing for 
calicos and its related species — barred sand 
bass and spotted sand bass — is prohibited. 
Over the past decade, the popularity of calico 
bass surged, thanks to tournaments sanctioned 
by the Saltwater Bass Series (SBS) and Salt 
Water Bass Association (SWBA) reminiscent of 
the freshwater bass tournament phenomenon. 

It makes sense. Calicos, after all, share traits 
with largemouth and smallmouth bass, includ- 
ing an affinity for heavy cover. They even strike 
the same types of lures, allowing Southern 
California calico pros to use similar techniques. 



Just like their 
freshwater counter- 
parts, calico tourna- 
ment anglers have 
advanced successful 
techniques for 
targeting the largest 
specimens, those fish 
that propel anglers 
high in the standings. 
Two top pros shared 
key secrets to fool 
calicos of over 
6 pounds. 

Creatures of 
the Kelp 

Florentino, a former 
freshwater pro who 
now fishes salt water 
almost exclusively, 
finds lures most 
effective for big bass. 
“We don’t always 
catch a lot of fish 
with lures, like with 
live bait,” he says. 
“But the fish we 
catch are quality 
calicos.” 

A 10 -pounder is 
the Holy Grail of 
calico bass angling. 
Long Beach-based 
Florentino has two 
such trophies — a 


10 -pound, 2 -ounce 
fish and another 
weighing 10 pounds, 

4 ounces — plus four 
bass of more than 9 
pounds on his record. 

According to 
Florentino, moving 
water is essential 
when targeting big 
calicos. Strong cur- 
rent pushes the kelp 
below the surface and 
moves bait over the 
top of the canopy, and 
that’s when the big 
calicos come out to 
feed. But it’s critical 
to position the boat 
to make long casts 
parallel to the current 
and swim your lure 
over the kelp. 

“It doesn’t 
really matter if the 
tide is flooding or 
ebbing, as long as 
there is current,” 
says Florentino. 

His go-to lure, a 
6 V 2 -inch Kicker 45 
surface iron in amber 
with a bit of black 
near the rear, carries 
a heavy-duty treble 
hook. For tackle. 


‘ , ■ - ■'f ■■ V ' oWi' - i' 

■ A. '■ ' - F- 


NO QUARTER: 

Tighten down 
the drag to keep 
calicos out of 
the kelp or away 
from rocks. 

IN THE WEEDS: 

Kelp paddies 
demand tuned 
tactics, top right. 

BENCHMARK 
OF SUCCESS: 

Calico bass of 
over 6 pounds 
are considered 
trophies, below. 
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he favors a 9-foot 
Shimano Teramar 
90H rod paired with a 
Tranx supersize bait- 
casting reel loaded 
with 80-pound braid 
and short trace of 
50- to 60-pound 
fluorocarbon. 

The long rod and 
the heft of the surface 
iron, almost 31/2 
ounces, allows him 
to rip off long casts 
over the kelp and 
cover lots of water. 

If he doesn’t get bit 
right away, he moves 
the boat along the 
edge of the kelp to 
work fresh territory. 
Another good lure for 
this technique is the 
Shimano Waxwing, 
which swims with a 


tantalizing erratic 
side-to-side action. 

Drags should be 
kept tight. Calico 
bass don’t jump, 
but they bolt for 
cover once hooked. 
“You can’t allow the 
fish to pull drag,” 
warns Florentino. 
“Otherwise, he’ll 
get locked up in the 
kelp, and you’ll have 
a tough time getting 
him out.” 





Weedless 

Wonders 

Tournament pro 
Matt Moyer and 
his partner, Nic 
Dragomire, from 
San Diego-based 
Team Ballast Point, 
have three SBS 



CALICO BASS REGULATIONS: 

The current minimum size limit for calico bass is 14 inches. 
The daily bag limit is five fish per licensed angler, but 
a growing catch-and-release ethic has many anglers 
releasing any fish of 5 pounds or more to maintain 
healthy populations. 
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NIC DRAGOMIRE (ABOVE, BOTTOM RIGHT); ERIK LANDESFEIND (TOP RIGHT) 
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He spools up an 
Okuma Komodo 
364 bait-casting reel 
with 65-pound braid 
and a 60-pound 
fluoro leader. “We 
recommend button- 
ing down the drag 
because these fish 
like to get you in the 
rocks or the kelp 
quick ” he says. 

Flippin’ Good 

During slack tide, 
Florentine targets 
fish that, while not 
actively feeding, still 
strike out of instinct. 
“I like to flip swim- 
baits into boles in the 
kelp,” he explains. 
“Then I let the lure 
fall straight down, 
parallel to the kelp 
stalks. A lot of times. 


a big bass just can’t 
help himself. He 
sees the bait flutter- 
ing down from the 
canopy and can’t pass 
up the easy meal.” 

Florentine also 
flips lures next to 
isolated kelp stalks 
to reach single large 
calicos that hover 
near the base during 
slack tide. With this 
technique, the strike 
is subtle, sometimes 
barely a tap as the 
lure stops short of 
the bottom. Tbis is 
your cue to put the 
reel in gear and set 
the hook. 

Although he 
experiments 
with swimbaits 
for flipping, the 
Long Beach pro has 


tournament victories 


between them, and 
they owe much 
of their success 


to weedless lures, 
especially when the 
current isn’t strong 
enough to submerge 
the kelp. “A weedless 
lure lets us cast right 
into the thick of it,” 
Moyer explains. “We 
pull the lure over the 
floating kelp, and fish 
swim through open 
spots in between to 
grab it.” 

Big calicos often 
bust through the 
floating kelp to attack 
a lure. Other times, 
they pounce on it as 
it crosses an open 
patch of water. 

Moyer likes a 71/2- 
to 8-foot rod, with a 
light tip for casting 
swimbaits, but plenty 
of backbone to horse 


a big calico out of the 
kelp, which is decid- 
edly more difficult 
when the fronds are 


on the surface. 


RIG WEEDLESS 

Calico pros increasingly turn to weedless 
paddle-tail swimbaits on special hooks, 
such as the LazerTrokar Weighted Magnum 
Swimbait hook or Owner Weighted Beast 
TwistLock hook. 

These hooks feature a corkscrew device 
that secures the head of the soft-plastic 
bait, with Vs- to Vs-ounce of lead molded 
around the shank. The hook point, inserted 
through the belly, nestles either in the 
molded groove in the back of the lure or 
inside the plastic, just underthe skin. 

Florentine fishes the Jackall Ammonite 
Shad rigged weedless with a 7/0 hook, 
while Moyer prefers the yVz-inch Big 
Pancho Game Changer swimbait in 
brown-amber on an Owner 10/0 Weighted 
Beast hook. 

Jackall Ammonite Shad 
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KELP CRUSHERS/// jim h end ricks 


BOILER 

ROCKS: 

Turbulent water 
* around boiler rocks 
often harbors the 
biggest calico bass. 


KELP COVER: 

When the current 
pushes the kelp 
below the surface, 
work lures above the 
paddies. When the 
kelp is on the surface, 
go weedless. 


CALICO BASS 
STRATEGIES 


found that smaller 4-inch 
paddle-tail baits rigged 
with a 2-ounce leadhead 
often work best. He also 
uses a smaller bait-casting 
reel, such as the Shimano 
Curado 200 1, paired with a 
Shimano Teramar 711M rod. 

Boiler Rock Recipe 

Big calico bass love structure, 


and many pros believe that 
so-called “boiler rock,” 
boulders close to shore, 
where waves sweep and 
break, are the best spots 
for big bass. “I like boiler 
rocks and reefs with a lot 
of surge,” says Moyer. “For 
some reason, bigger fish 
like to stay shallow.” 

Florentino agrees, but 


he prefers to target the 
rocky habitat in less than 
20 feet of water early in 
the morning, before the 
sun lights up the shallows. 
Calico bass grow large by 
being cautious, and they are 
more easily fooled in low 
light. Casting and retrieving 
surface irons works well 
for fishing boiler rocks, 
but if there’s kelp in the 
area, Florentino opts for 
swimbaits such as a 9-inch 
Sledge Hammer with a 
1- to 11 / 2 -ounce weedless 
leadhead. Bigger baits 
seem to attract bigger fish, 
especially in the turbulent 
surge around shore rocks. 
Florentine’s biggest calico 
came from a boiler rock in 
5 feet of water. 

The Place to Be 

While you find calico bass 
anywhere you find kelp 
or rocks along Southern 
California’s coast or 
offshore islands, both 
Florentino and Moyer agree 
the top spot for trophies is 
Catalina Island. 

“I fish all the islands off 
Southern California, but my 
favorite is Catalina,” says 
Florentino. “Thanks to a 
growing catch-and-release 


ethic, the population of big 
bass at the island is strong 
and stable. “If you want 
a big calico off Southern 
California, I would go to 
Catalina,” Moyer advises. 
“There are giants there.” 

Catalina Island has 
produced a number of 
double-digit calico bass 
in the past two years, and 
most of them are still 
there, thanks to catch-and- 
release efforts. Calicos 
don’t migrate far — all the 
more reason to remember 
a trophy with photos, not 
fillets. That way, the kelp 
crushers are sure to be 
around for years to come. ® 


CALICO CALENDAR 

MAY: 

JUNE: 

JULY: 

AUG: 

SEPT: 

OCT: 

NOV: 

DEC: 

JAN: 

FEB: 

MAR: 

APRIL: 



CLOSE UP: 

Calicos resem- 
ble freshwater 
bass, and they 
fall for similar 
artificial baits 
and tactics. 
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5-IN-1 MAXIMIZER HELPS 


RESTORE POWER CLEAN FUEL SYSTEM 


MAXIMIZE FUEL 
ECONOMY 


PREVENT 
ETHANOL DAMAGE 


ENHANCE 
WATER REMOVAL 


STA-BIL360marine.com 


SIABIL 


36 & 


I Introducing new STA-BIL® 360° MARINE, the only fuel treatment to emit 
I a revolutionary vapor technology that rises above the fuel line to protect 
> your engine where others before it can’t. Use it with every fill up to help 
I keep your engine running cleaner, leaner, smoother and stronger than ever. 

. The next level of engine performance is in the vapor. 



FISHABILITY 



SEAVEE 

370Z/// 


THIS NEW Z COMBINES 
A SOPHISTICATED HULL 
WITH WIDE-OPEN DECKS 


/// BY JIM HENDRICKS 






From the moment I stepped aboard the new SeaVee370Z, I was struck - 

by the massive amount of deck space, but I was soon equally impressed by 
the smooth-riding performance of the twin-stepped hull design, quality 
of construction and details of fit and finish. 

True to the SeaVee reputation, the 37-foot center-console offshore fishing 


machine brings it all together, especially when powered by a trio of Mercury Verado 
300s, as was our tester. 


The aft cockpit offers nearly 78 square feet of deck space, resulting in plenty of room 


to fish. You’ll also find an amazing amount of locker space below deck, including four for 


storage and two to access the bilge. The forward-most locker can be insulated for a fish 


box or plumbed as a livewell. 


1 LENGTH: 37 

BEAM:10'6" 

DRAFT: 22" (w/ engines up) 

FUEL: 480 gal. 

WATER: 46 gal. 

TRANSOM DEADRISE: 22.5 degrees . 

' WEIGHT: 9,300 lb. 

MAX HP: 1,200 

BASE PRICE: $256,900 w/ triple Mercury Verado 300s 

SEAVEE BOATS: seaveeboats.com ' 
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BOAT TEST 



TEST 

CONDITIONS 


WEATHER: 

MOSTLY SUNNY, 
SCAHERED CLOUDS 

LOCATION: 

DUCK KEY, FLORIDA 

WIND: NNE, 

15 TO 20 KNOTS 

SEA STATE: 

3 TO 4 FEET 

TEST LOAD: 

THREE ADULTS, 

300 GALLONS OF FUEL 




The 45-inch-wide helm station 
accommodates a pair of Simrad 
multifunction displays behind an 
acrylic door for extra protection. 


The center console features nine 
flush-mounted rod holders on 
each side. The Key West-style 
hardtop allows for longer rods. 


Twin 40-gallon pressurized 
livewells in the stern quarters and 
a 60-gallon livewell forward let 
anglers stock up on live bait. 


The seating module houses a 
tackle prep station with fold-out 
table, storage trays and drawers, 
and a slide-out cooler below. 
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Below the forward deck is 
a monstrous main insulated 
fish box, and you can order 
an optional coffin box that 
tilts up on an electric lift to 
access the lockers under it. 

All deck hatches on the 
370Z have 1-inch gutters 
that drain overboard. 
Unobtrusive piano hinges, 
compression latches and 
gasket seals keep the lockers 


watertight. Contoured racks 
under each gunwale hold 
coil hoses for saltwater and 
freshwater spigots. 

There’s no shortage of 
live-bait capacity. Standard 
40-gallon pressurized 
livewells reside in the stern 
quarters, fed by a sea chest 
containing four Rule 2000 
pumps, which also serve the 
forward 60-gallon livewell. 

While the SeaVee 370Z is 
a serious fishing machine, 
creature comforts include a 
removable bench across the 
transom. A 170-quart Frigid 
Rigid cooler on tracks slides 
out from under the seating 
module, which does double 
duty as an aft-facing seat. 

Tuck the cooler away, 
and the same area becomes 
a tackle prep station with a 
rigging table that folds out 
over a cabinet with trays 


and drawers. Above, angled 
stowage hold five rods and 
four drink holders. 

Forward of the center 
console, the seat slides 
to port for access to the 
cavernous console interior, 
where you find a counter- 
top, a sink and a freshwater 
faucet with pull-out shower 
head. A 12-volt fan in the 
console bulkhead helps keep 
the electronics cool and dry. 
Convenient tilt-out storage 
lockers for dock lines and 
life jackets reside within the 
forward inwales. 

Each SeaVee is built to 
order, allowing every buyer 
to customize a boat to his 
particular needs, with fea- 
tures such as a transom door 
or a portside dive door. 

SeaVee designed the volu- 
minous anchor locker on the 
370Z to secure the crossbars 


of a fluke-style anchor with 
pipe below to receive the 
anchor shank and prevent 
it swinging. Just forward of 
the anchor locker, there’s 
a second locker perfect to 
stow fenders. 

The center console 
features nine gunwale-style 
rod holders on each side. 
The Key West-style hardtop 
accommodates longer 
rods, and cored-fiberglass 
construction allows it to 
serve as the base for an 
elevated second station. 

The 45 -inch- wide helm 
station with the wheel in the 
center provides plenty of 
space for the pair of Simrad 
multifunction displays 
stored behind an acrylic 
door for protection. 

Two tiers of angled 
footrests allow you to brace 
yourself while perched on 



Hit the water with a great rate! 

AS LOW AS 

im 
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We want your 
Boat Loan! 


We specialize in: Boat Loans for 
New & Used Purchases, Refinances, 
Boat Insurances, and Coast Guard 
Documentation 

CONTACT THE 
PROFESSIONALS! 

888 - 286-7771 


VISIT us AT WWW.BOATBANKER.COM 


PH LL HAWK NS 
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the helm seat or using it as 
a leaning post. This came in 
handy on test day, as seas 
off the Florida Keys were 
running 3 to 4 feet. Yet the 
Z-hull running surface took 
the chop in stride, even 
when pushing the mph 
into the high-50s, easily 
bridging the wave tops. 

The solid feel of the 
boat as we challenged the 
seas is the result of a new 
cored-hull design that not 
only improves strength and 
durability, it also reduces 
weight to save on fuel and 
increase speed. 

In our acceleration tests, 
there was very little bow 
rise, thanks to the hull’s 
multiple lifting bodies. Our 
time to plane was a swift 
3.6 seconds. And in our tests, 
the 370Z held on plane at 
speeds as low as 18 mph. 
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BOAT TEST 

But once we mashed 
the throttles, the triple 
Merc 300s pushed the new 
SeaVee to a top speed of 
60 mph at 6,000 rpm. We 
found the most economical 
cruising speed at 4,000 rpm 
and 37.3 mph, where the 
trio of 300s burned 38.8 gal- 
lons per hour for .97 mpg. 
That yields a cruising range 
of 465 miles based on the 
480-gallon fuel tank. 

The 370Z tracked 
smoothly and predictably, 
even when cornering 


sharply while underway. 
Credit the design’s speed 
rails that help ensure 
directional stability at 
any speed. 

Ultimately, the SeaVee 
370Z meets every criteria 
for a great boat, including 
abundant deck space, solid 
construction, top-notch 
fit and finish, and superb 
performance, even in nasty 
seas. About the only thing 
I didn’t like about this new 
SeaVee is that it didn’t 
belong to me. 


RPM MPH GPH^^ . ' 

3.000 17.5 25.8 

4.000 37.3 38.8 i 

4,500 45.4 51.0 ^ 

5.000 50.2 67.8 ■ 

6.000 60.0 87.6 ^ 

w/ triple Mercury Verado 300s 


4. 
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PERFORMANCE 


LONG-RANGER: 

The 370Z hull pushed by Mercury Verados 
offers substantial fuel economy and plenty 
of range to target fish in faraway waters. 
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A WEALTH OF FEATURES TO FISH AND CRUISE IN MAXIMUM COMFORT. 



BY ALEX SUESCUN 







'i' ■ 




^ i 

o 





A brand earns customer confidence only after years of building top quality 
products that last and perform as well or better than advertised. And when 
it comes to longevity, quality and performance, Boston Whaler’s pedigree 
remains irrefutable. This standard of excellence is evident everywhere in,the 
new 420 Outrage. 

Everything about the 420 is inviting, evidenced by two access doors located aft — one on 
the port side for boarding or boating large fish, the other on the transom, to starboard, to 
allow access for swimmers with the removable ladder. Next to catch my eye was the center 
console, with two rows of seating and air-conditioning vents serving both. The front row 
consists of three bolster-style seats with fold-down armrests. The center seat actuates 


1 LENGTH: 42 6 

BEAM: 13' 

DRAFT: 31 

FUEL: 600 gal. 

WATER: 60 gal. 

TRANSOM DEADRISE: 22 degrees . 

' WEIGHT: 22,000 lb. 

MAX HP: 1,675 

PRICE: $725,036 w/ quad Mercury Verado 300XL 

BOSTON WHALER BOATS: bostonwhaler.com ' 
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Air-conditionervents serve the 
helm and the second row of seats 
to keep skipper and crew comfort- 
able in any weather. 


A pair of retractable 50-foot 
washdown hoses make it easy to 
rinse off the deck, compartments 
or gear anywhere on the boat. 


The leaning post contains storage, 
a livewell and a bait-rigging 
station that can be replacea with 
an optional summer kitchen. 


An outstanding standard feature, 
a retractable awning extends the 
length of the cockpit, providing 
shade with the touch of a button. 
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electronically; the others 
rotate to face the rear. The 
second row, a leaning post 
that converts to a three- 
person bench, houses three 
tackle drawers, a 40 -gallon 
pressurized aquarium- style 
livewell, and a bait- rigging 
station with sink that can be 
replaced with an optional 
summer kitchen with fridge 
and electric grill. 

The helm boasts a center 
layout, with a dashboard 


wide enough for three 
15-inch multifunction dis- 
plays, a panel of illuminated 
switches, stereo controls 
and Mercury SmartCraft 
Vessel View display, which 
networks with navigation 
electronics. Right of the 
steering wheel. Mercury 
DTS dual binnacle and 
Joystick Piloting control 
the outboards. 

A hardtop holds a lockable 
electronics box. Ladders 
built into the frame keep 
walkways unobstructed 
while providing access to 
the optional flybridge and a 
second control station. An 
optional canopy deploys 
rearward, the length of the 
cockpit, for instant shade at 
the touch of a button. 

Down below, an air- 
conditioned cabin hosts a 
double berth that converts 


into a settee, a galley with 
sink, fridge, microwave oven 
and plenty of counter space, 
in addition to an enclosed 
head compartment. 

A cooler and a storage 
compartment large enough 
for dive tanks, both with 
cushions on the lids, of- 
fer seating in front of the 
console. At the bow, twin 
outboard storage boxes 
double as bench seats that, 
along with an electrically 
raised table offered as an 
option, make an ideal spot to 
enjoy lunch or drinks. 

Rod storage on the 420 
Outrage is extensive: a total 
of 20 flush-mounted holders 
along the gunwales and 
transom, six vertical tubes 
on the hardtop frame, and 
under-gunwale lockers on 
both sides to safeguard eight 
more outfits. Fish boxes are 


also impressive: six in-deck, 
insulated compartments 
provide 260 gallons of space 
to keep your catch chilled. 
The two largest are rigged to 
pump out, but they can also 
be refrigerated. A sizable 
lazarette in front of the 
transom allows comfortable 
access to pumps, fuel lines 
and electronic connections. 
A second, smaller livewell 
with clear lid rests on the 
port transom corner. 

After going over a wealth 
of features and options 
too abundant to list in full, 
we took the Whaler out of 
Wiggins Pass to see how it 
performed in the open Gulf. 
With quad Mercury Verado 
350s in back, the Outrage 
jumped on plane in eight 
seconds flat, remaining close 
to level in the process and 
never hindering visibility 





the ultima 


Learn the fine arts of light- and heavy-tackle 
angling. Perfect your blue-water skills. Get tips ^ 
and techniques straight from Marlin magazine 
experts, including Dave Ferrell, Peter B. Wright 
and more. Marlin University isn’t Just an awesome 
fishing vacation — it’s the only big-game fishing 
school that puts you on the water. Because t 
that’s where the fish are. 


2015 

Isla Mujeres 
Guatemala 
St. Thomas 
Nova Scotia 


April 13 - 18 
April 30 - May 5 
July 31 - Aug 5 
Sept 15 - 20 


For information, caii 407-571-4606, 
or visit mariinuniversity.com. 


Dave Ferrejl 
-Editor 


Petci' B. Wright 
Editgrrat-large^ 


96 SALTWATERSPORTSMAN.COM - MAY 2015 








from the helm. 

Rows of crab-trap buoys 
provided the perfect setting 
for a slalom test. I pushed 
the quads up to 5,000 rpm, 
then turned left and right to 
miss every float. Despite its 
wide 13-foot beam, the 420 
responded promptly and 
smoothly to every maneuver, 
carving every turn with- 
out much loss of speed or 
excessive leaning or spray. 

A trawler plowing a 
large wake offered the next 
hurdle. The Whaler easily 
jumped the wake with no 
pounding or rattling to 
speak of. At 4,200 rpm, ideal 
for cruising, the 42-footer 
moved along at 33 mph 
into the wind, a respectable 
speed for her magnitude, 
burning 49.2 gph. 

Though the test boat was 
rigged with the optional 


BOAT TEST 
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Verado 350s, Mercury per- 
formance tests with quad 
Verado 300s indicate the 420 
Outrage does 38.1 mph and 
burns 65.6 gph at 5,000 rpm, 
and it hits 50 mph wide open 
burning just under 120 gph. 

Finally, since offshore 
anglers spend time either 
kite-fishing, free-lining baits 
or jigging over bottom struc- 
ture, I cut the motors to see 
how the Whaler would drift. 
With the outboards down, it 
remained broadside without 
the bow getting ahead of the 


PERFORMANCE 


transom, which speeds 
up the drift and limits the 
number of lines the crew 
can fish effectively. 

In the new 420 Outrage, 
the renowned boatbuilder 
has another winner. Along 
with its sporty looks and 
performance, the function- 
ality, roominess, and the 
wide array of features and 
options make this Boston 
Whaler equally well-suited 
for extended fishing outings 
and island hopping with 
the family. ® 


HIGH-POWER OPTION: 

A quad configuration of Mercury's new 
Verado 350s, an available power option, 
improves acceleration and top speed with 
minimal increase in fuel consumption. 


RPM MPH GPH 

4.000 25.0 43.6 

4.500 32.9 52.5 

5.000 38.1 65.6 

5.500 43.1 84.3 

6,325 50.1 119.9 


w/ quad Mercury Verado 300s 











cam 


Automotive ■ Outdoor ■ Marine Electronics 






r /ja-rjdJy CiJ5'i:D/-rj3j' Sa/vK 








www.TheGPSstore.com 


The GPS Store, Inc. - 6899 Beach Drive • Ocean Isle Beach, NC 28469 


www.TheG PSstore.com 


MAY 201 5 - SALTWATERSP0RTSMAN.COM 97 






THE TRAVELING FISHERMAN 


BEST WORLDWIDE FISHING: MAY 2015 III 


SPECIES 


1st CHOICE 


2nd CHOICE 


COMMENTS 


Hawaii Panama Pacific Blue Marlin: World-class action with Pacific blues 

returns to the waters off Kona, where numbers of the more 
common 300- to 500-pounders and sporadic larger females 
increase steadily as summer approaches. In Panama, the blue 
marlin fishing takes a step back, but enough fish remain to 
compete with black marlin for bridled small bonito and tuna. 




Dominican Turks 

Republic and Caicos 


Atlantic Blue Marlin: The bite keeps improving in the DR 
from Punta Cana to La Romana and well into Mona Passage. 

Big fish hunters do better off Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands 
later, but fly and light-tackle fans have a ball with smaller blues 
in the DR this month. Solid action also spreads from the north- 
ern Bahamas to the deep waters off Provo, Turks and Caicos. 



Black Marlin: Weather might be wet in Panama, but fishing 
for blacks close to shore remains outstanding, especially in 
the 70-mile stretch between the gulfs of Panama and Chiriqui, 
where fish show up just a couple of miles from land. Down 
Under, the Gold Coast jumps to the forefront, but the action off 
Port Stephens is still a promising option. 



Dominican 

Republic 


Florida 


Guatemala 


North Carolina White Marlin: May is usuallythe peak month for whites off 

the Dominican Republic, when many boats scale down their 
spreads and concentrate their efforts off the eastern point of 
the island. With baitfish supply and water temperatures on the 
rise, the Outer Banks again become the place to target whites 
in U.S. waters, and the bite should continue to improve. 


Mexico Atlantic Sailfish: Spindlebeak seekers still bank on 

South Florida for excellent numbers of fish, particularly if 
strong spring breezes continue and bait schools keep moving 
along the coast. Down on the Riviera Maya, the action is 
dwindling as masses of sails leave the area, but enough fish 
stay through May to make the trip worthwhile. 


Costa Rica Pacific Sailfish: Sailfishing off Guatemala's Iztapa and 

Puerto Quetzal goes down a notch if rainy season starts this 
month. Of course, the likelihood of hooking 15 sails a day or 
more is well worth dealing with some showers. In Costa Rica, 
rain isn't much of a problem off Flamingo and Tamarindo, in 
the country's most arid region, and the action can be superb. 



Mexico 


Ecuador Striped Marlin: Game boats and even some pangas along 

the Baja coast venture offshore armed with live caballitos or 
sardinas in search of stripes. This is a good month to find them 
finning on the surface. Off Ecuador, the fertile marlin grounds 
around the Galapagos stay hot, providing visiting anglers 
double-digit release days regularly. 



Bermuda Mexico 


Wahoo: Anglers targeting the striped torpedoes in Bermuda 
at Argus and Challenger banks see their catch rates spike. Live 
speedos are tops, but plenty of 'hoos fall for black-and-red and 
black-and-purple lures and trolling feathers. On Mexico's west 
coast, many of the same banks producing yellowfin tuna off 
Baja yield some nice wahoo as well. 



Hawaii 


Florida 


Moxico Yellowfin Tuna: The deep blue waters surrounding the 

Hawaiian islands teem with ahi tuna (the local name for 
yellowfins) in May, a big draw for anglers and big marlin. The 
offshore tuna grounds off Cabo San Lucas, Puerto Vallarta and 
other Baja resort towns continue to tap into the great yellowfin 
fishery around the peninsula this time of year. 


Bahamas Blackfin Tuna: The end of "The Bar" off Key West and the ^ 

humps off Islamorada and Marathon are all prime spots to s 

target blackfins this month. With calmer seas, the action around 2 

the shrimp boats in the Gulf is also top notch. There's no short- S 

age of blackfins around Bermuda's offshore banks, either, and ^ 

some of those often reach the 30-pound mark. © 
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SPECIES 1st CHOICE 2nd CHOICE 


Bahamas Florida 

Bonefish: There's no better time to target bones on the 
vast shallows of the islands nation. Expect large schools to 
be plentiful and trophy fish to roam the edges of the flats 
alone or in small packs. In Biscayne Bay and the Florida Keys, 
bonefish are active in May. Although the schools are smaller, 
most of the fish are bigger. 

dgw Florida Mexico 

Snook: It's closed season again in Florida, but catch-and- 
release action in May can be spectacular. Look for plenty of 
fish, including some large females, around outside mangrove 


shorelines, as well as docks, bridges and beaches close to 
passes and inlets. Keep the fights short and use circle hooks 
when live-baiting to ensure healthy releases. 

Florida Mexico 

Tarpon: The big migration along both Florida coasts is in full 
swing. Anglers casting lures or flies find the best action in the 


Florida Keys backcountry and the Everglades. Fish moving 
along the Atlantic Coast are harder to fool, but they often eat 
well when the water is a bit cloudy. Live-baiters cash in along 
the Gulf beaches, from Boca Grande Pass south. 

^ Belize Florida 

Permit: Belize harbors one of the world's largest permit 
populations, and conditions this month should be ideal for 
sight-casting at cruisers and tailers on the flats, both inside 
and Oceanside. In South Florida, many of the fish spawning 
on the wrecks return to the shallows in mid to late May. 

Expect the best action during spring tides. 


Red Drum: In Louisiana, anglers climb poling platforms 
and ladders secured with ratchet straps to spot reds in duck 
ponds and narrow bayous. But not all the fish are deep in the 


marshes; some of the largest patrol bays and brackish lakes 
closer to the Gulf. Florida Bay, Indian River, Mosquito Lagoon, 

Pine Island Sound and Charlotte Harbor are also good bets. 

New York New Jersey 

Striped Bass: Things start warming up in the Northeast, 
and stripers are following baitfish aggregations along 


New York and New Jersey's coasts. Finding bait pods is a great 
way to locate feeding bass, but it's not the only option. Some 


of the fish key on lady crabs inside Long Island Sound this 
time of year, providing excellent sight-fishing opportunities. 

^ Florida Cayman Islands 

Swordfish: The bite remains strong in South Florida, 
where dead bait and sewn belly strips fished with strobes or 
Cyalume sticks at night is increasingly giving way to daytime 
live-baiting. Swordfish catches are getting more consistent in 


the Caymans, especially off South Sound and The Shelf near 

Seven Mile Beach. 

^ 1 - V inif^i ^ Carolina Louisiana 

King Mackerel: Some kings still linger in Florida waters, 
but most are migrating north along the Atlantic Coast and 
west in the Gulf. North Carolina's Outer Banks, where forage 


is abundant, is an ideal place to intercept them. In Louisiana, 
the oil rigs still produce, but bait pods lure kings to jetties and 
other structure in less than 30 feet of water. 

— NpwYnrk Npw.lpr«;py 

Bluefish: Large schools of ravenous blues steadily 
work their way up the coast, and many reach New York and 

New Jersey waters this month. As with striped bass, finding 


bait pods is a surefire way to tangle with blues, which could 
run from 2 to over 1 0 pounds this early in the season. No 
matter their size, they won't turn down a spoon or popper. 


Dolphin: In Florida, southeasterly breezes create weed 
lines and push others closer to shore, increasing the flotsam 
that draws dolphin. In the Bahamas, the fish also find plenty 
of debris to hang around. Skirted ballyhoo, trolling feathers 

^ jfT' 

and small Kona-type lures catch them on both sides of the 

Gulf Stream, along with live baits and poppers. 


SPECIES 7sf CHOICE 2nd CHOICE COMMENTS 
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MARKETPLACE 


Americans 
#1 Selling 
T-Top 




..,we(to ntor& than fust Saiffishf 
kingsail 5 @aol.com 
WWW, ki ngsa i if ish mo u nts.oom 

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, USA 

King Sailf ish Mounts, Inc. 

954-784-8377 


./mG 




MOUNTS 


...featuring 
Marine Artist 




Marine Towers and Accessories 


Universal Folding T-Tops 



PWC Fishing Arches 


Fits Virtually All Center Console Boats 


We provide a Full line of marine accessories 


www.Fishmaster.com 877-777-8693 


Pioneers in quality protection 
products for the marine industry 




Boat 

Shade 


866.554.5919 


www.ttopcovers.com 


Center Console 
Curtains 




Visit CharkBait for 
the best from 
PENN! 

www.CHARKBAIT.com 
877 - 424-2751 

16561 Bolsa Chica St. 3166 Midway Dr. 

Huntington Beach, CA San Diego, CA 


Please Caff or Vii 
our Websffe - special 
offers do appfy- 

SAVE 
Afon/r 
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QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 


How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUAUTY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions of 
dollars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our tools will go 
toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It’s just that 
simple! Come visit one of our 
550 Stores Nationwide. 



SUPER COUPON 


ANY SINGLE ITEM 


LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
I 800-423-2567. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards. Inside Track Club I 
■ membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, generators, tool " 

( storage or carts, welders, floor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher, Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), ■ 
Predator Gas Power Items, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale Items. Not valid on | 
prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. 

I Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/21/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. | 




I 



LOT 61282 

68049/62326/61253 shown 

$7Q99£ 

I W $169.99 


RAPID PUMP® 3 TON 
LOW PROFILE 
HEAVY DUTY STEEL 
FLOOR JACK j 

PITTSBURGH OMBS 20 - 

I 


Weighs 

77ibs. 


Illlllll 


-1 -1 -n :j: 



8" HUNTING KNIFE 
WITH SURVIVAL KIT 

LOT 61733/90714 shown 




WITH ANY PURCHASE 

3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT 
NINE LED ALUMINUM 
FLASHLIGHT 

LOT 69052 shown 
69111/62522/62573 



LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our 
stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply If not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 8/21/15. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day. 

Illlllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllilillllllll 


lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


REG. 

PRICE 

$19.99 


«"'S?EcSl 



lot 68146/61297 
61840/61258 shown 


REG. 


$14 


LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/21/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. ■ 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/21/15. Limit one coupon per customer penlay. j 


AMMO BOX; 

[junker Hill Security® 


LOT 61 451 1 US^GENERALB 

SAUE 
64% 


44", 13 DRAWER! 
INDUSTlilA|L QUALITY L 
ROLLER CABINET i 

lot 69387/62270/62591/68784 sho^ ^ 


REG. 
PRICE 
" $13.99 

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 
I or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. ■ 
' Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/21/15. Limit one coupon percustomero ' 


llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 



Weighs 245 lbs 

II' 


$389®: 


""I’b HP. 21 GALLON 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

CENTRALPNEUMATIC 

LOT 67847 shown 
61454/61693 


$1 


70 


reg.pme 

$6^9 


* 149 “ 


.ZUZ4-1 


REG. 

PRICE 

$219.99 





29 PIECE TITANIUM 
^NITRIDE COATED 
HIGH SPEED STEEL 
DRILL BIT SET 

# REG. price $21t<99 



^ 20-60 X 60mm 
SPOTTING SCOPE 
WITH TRIPOD 

n n iJ -n ■n" 


I LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
I or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last, i 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/21/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


;^^POUSHEDCOMB«nK|Hl 


PITTSBURGH 


lot 5889/62281 
61637 shown 




^REOATOR 

GENERATORS 



LOT 94555 


REG. PRICE $69.99 


LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/21/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


4000 PEAK/ 
3200 RUNNING WATTS 
70dB 6.5HPj212CC) 
GAS GENERATORS 

LOT 69729/69676 shown 

LOT 69675/69728 
CALIFORNIA ONLY 


$29999 

REG. PRICE $499.99 



GUN SAFE/VAULT 

LOT 61581 


93473 shown 


sm 

$70 



SAEl METRIC 

Kwnl mmml 


YOUR 
CHOICE! 

;.rM'5"UA.V reg.rbjce 

$1W9 

„. .„nj«wB7 Cannot be used with other discount 1 

HIGH LIFT RIDING 
LAWN MOWER /ATV LIFT 

PITTSBURGH^m 

LOT 61523 shown 
60395/62325/62493 



3001b. 

Capacity 


$3999 


LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
I or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/21/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


Illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll» 


REG. PRICE ' 
$149.99 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. ■ 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/21/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ' 


REG. PRICE $149.99 

IllllllllllllllllllllUllllllllllllllllllllllli 


LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/21/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 

• Over 25 Miiiion Satisfied Customers 


• No Hassle Return Policy 

• Lifetime Warranty on am Hand Tools 


550 Stores Nationwide 
HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 
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MAI2INE ECCCLCTS 


MACINE PKCDLCTS 


www.tophshelfmarine.com 

561-447-1177 / Fax 561-361-0683 


iA (dumfA nmcUf, tA cU 
m> ^attiemuiAM, Sadiet. ” 


y S/F Huntress & Winner 
of the 2014 Blue Marlin 
k World ^up Championship 
Tournament 



Home of the 

DREDBECnm 

The Original Integrated Dredge 
Camera Housing for Go Pro Cams 


The World Wide Source for: Dredge Kits, Stripteasers, 
Spreader Bars, Complete Tackle Kits for Billfish & Tuna, 
Hi-Performance Coolers, Gyro Binoculars, Fighting Chairs, 
Outriggers, Hal-Locks, Rigging Kits, Kite 


Fishing Kits, Electric Reels & more! 



1-888-810-7283 www.alltackle.com 



Introductory Price of $345a97 (+ S&h) for the pair 


• Uses Standard Metal Rod Holders 

• Allows for Quicker Turns 

• Sets Bait Away from Prop Wash 

• Avoids Tangles 

• Easy Loading and Reloading 

©sitaiaKiaiSHEiia 

It has been used widely as an inexpensive alternative to outriggers for smali 
boats and as secondary bait spreader for large boats with exceilent results! 
Made from machined, precision high quality anodized aluminum alloy. 

Watch the video on how this outrigger works on our website! 
OutriggerUnlimited.COM 

cali (941) 456-1071 or emaii: steveaction(S)comcast.net 

OUTRIGGER UNLIMITED, LLC 

P.O. Box 380666, Murdock, FL 33938 



THIS SPACE 
IS AVAILABLE! 



CALL 

Bill Simkins 

to Advertise Here 

407 - 571-4865 


S5ih:U)«ter 


SPORTSMAN 


bill.simkins@bonniercorp.com 

www.saltwatersportsman.com 
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fjmiEiim 

World’s Premier Fishing Outfitter. 



REQUEST OUR CURRENT CATALOG AT 
TACKLEDIRECT.COM/CATALOG 

For Promotions & Deals Text "TACKLE" to "33233" 

^ Shop Over 45,000 In-Stock Items at: TackleDirect.COm 


smmnno* * 


TORIUM HGA 

Priced at $23999 


REEL 

SHM-2982 


• Gear Ratio: 6.2:1 / Weight: 1 9.2oz 

• Line Retrieve Per Crank: 46 

• Mono Line Capacity: 

20/420 

25/340 

30/280 

• Power Pro Line Capacity: 

50/710 

65/375 

80/310 



Cross Carbon Drag. 

ideal for high drag 
pressure settings 


E.I.: second layer of 
surface treatment 


S Compact 
Body: feels 
one ^i/e smaller 



POWER PRO MAXCUATRO BALTICA MEDIUM 

BRAIDED FISHING LINE TACKLE BAG 

Priced at 

PWR-0310-1 




SHM-2975 


SP6000SWSPHEROS 
SPINNING REEL 


Priced at $^9999 



WATCH 

VIDEO 


SHM-2759 


• Optimize your casting distance 

• Increase your reel's capacity 

• Made with Honeywell Spectra HT fiber 

• Ideal for water types ranging from glacial 
and high run off river systems to all oceanic 
regions of the world 


• 600D ripstop polyester 

• Includes 4 utility boxes 

• Front and side large storage pockets 

• Large size plastic zipper 

• Shoulder and hand-carry strap 


• X-Ship: Provides improved gear durability 

• X-Shield: Blocks water intrusion 

• Shimano CF Gear: Utilizes cold forging 
technology to deliver a gear with incredible 
structural strength 


SHOP WITH US: 

Online: TackleDirect.com 

Mobile: tdire.co 

Toll-Free: 888.354.7335 

Int'l: 609.788.3819 

Store: Egg Harbor Twp, NJ 


tmmiBmi 

World's Premier Fishing Outfitter. 


WHY SHOP WITH TACKLEDIRECT? 


• Award Winning Service & Expertise 

• Frequent Promotions & Daily Deals 

• Huge Selection of In-Stock Inventory 


Hassle-Free Returns & Exchanges 
Loyalty Rewards Program 
Product Videos with The Pros 

IQFA 

Ccrpome Member 


REWARDS PROGRAM; 


Join Our Loyalty Rewards Prograth 
@ MyAccount.TackleDirect.com 

Earn points for purchas^, referrals 
and product reviews! 
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Ultra Realistic Inshore & Offshore Plastics 


Flounder^^ 
3 colors 3 Sizes 


Glass Minnow 
2 Sizes ^ 


Mullet 

4 Sizes 2 Colors 
Hooked or Unhooked 


Ballyhoo 
2 Sizes 


Killifish 
2 Sizes 


Sand Eels 
3 Sizes 


Shrimp 
9 Colors 
4 Sizes 
Hooked or 
Unhooked 


Mahi Mahi 
3 Colors 2 Sizes 


Huge Selection of 
Inshore & Offshore 
Plastics 


Ribbonfish 
3 Coiors 


Largest selection 
of Jigs in USA 





wwwMalmostaliveluresMCom 1 - 800 - 398-7747 



J^jeoidqvxai^s 


\\xe Cause\>)a\\^ 


suimnno 



Spinnin g 




Saltwater Concept "5W" Series 


\ ^Stella SWB j \ SaraqosaSW j \ SpherosSW j 


Conventional 


Calcutta, Torium, Tekota 



V Trmi^dA 



fyr 

Talica , 



Pius Shimano Rods, Lures &Tackie Bags! 

C Orders Over $ US ’FftEE SHIPPING') 


iFishermansHeadquartersIconv 

280 W. 9th St« Ship Bottom, LBi,NJ 08008 
Toll Free Outside NJ: 877.984.5400 



CUSTOM ENGRAVED CEDAR PLUGS 


Order Now for Free Shipping anywhere 
in the US Mention Sait Water 
Sportsman for a 10% discount! 


The perfect gift, award, or advertising item. 
Made by a US Navy Veteran, give him a 
call 303-886-2455 or order online at 

::: www.engravedcedarplugs.com ::: 


CAPTAIN’S LICENSE PREP GUIDE 


For 6 passenger & 100 ton Master’s licenses. 
2015 Edition. Actual exam questions, answers, 
Flashcards. Rules of the Road. Chart Lessons. 

GUARANTEED! 

Still $37.50. Best nationwide prices on audio 
and video CDs & DVDs. Other data disks CDs 
available. Renewal test assistance. 

Order online at www.Captains.com 
or TOLL FREE at 1-800-345-6901 
IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


NATIONAL CAPTAIN’S INSTITUTE 
Box 1 1 834-K, S1 Petersburg FL 33733 


SAVE 

TIME 


24/7 

CUSTOMER 

SERVICE 

is only a click 
away! 

■ Change Your Address 

■ Check Your Account 
Status 

■ Renew, Give a Gift or 
Pay a Bill 

■ Replace Missing Issues 

Just log on to: 

WWW. 

saltwatersportsman 

.com/cs 





J 
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Tilts is the birthplace of the 5-srar lifestylcj so you^re iti for 
inxury gourmet dwing, and— oh yeah— 

soine of the ifest angliitg on Eartlf, 

Book your /rdventure today ^ 

800-882-4665 or at 

. , . J ■ i# > S' 

casavl ej a Lodge^ eo tn 
Catch US on: I »0 ® 


GUATEMALA 



SPOHT FISHING S EXPEDITIONS 


RESERVAKONS AND INFORMATION 800733.1115 

www.crocodilebay.com 


The Spirit OF AN intimate hshinc; camp with the 

SOUL OF A WORLD-CLASS RESORT 




urtw®** 


EffecJ 


;atch 


UltimateBaitBridleMp^ii 

Makes the bridling of live and dead baits a snap 



HAL-LOCK™ 


Locking Outrigger Pulley 
Eliminates halyard creep 

“Ingenious New Product’’ 

~ Saltwater Sportsman 


Marine & Outdoor Products 

www.gotomop.com • 1-877-777-5126 



The #1 
Anti 
Fatigue 
Boaters 
Deck Mat 

888.811.5361 


Visit www.footcush.com 


I TM for a dealer near you! 

HAHERAS, NC • 50' TUNA DUCK 



YellowfinTuna,Wahoo, Sailfish, Dolphin, King 

Blue & White Marlin ' ' fl Mackerel, Giant Tuna 

Capt. Dan Rooks 

252-216-6160 • www.tunaduck.com 


DAY AND NIGHT TRIPS AVAILABLE • MIAMI BEACH 



305-439-2475 • Bouncer’s Dusky 33 

www.captbouncer.com 


COIBA ADVENTURE 



PANS^ 

Greatest Variety of Game Fish in the World 
Black Marlin Fishing Hannibal Bank -- Isla de Coiba 
Captain Tom Yust - 22 years guiding angling adventurers 
from Isla Coihoy Panama 
31’ Bertram & 22’ Mako fishing boats 
Over 50 species of game fish • New Packages & Rates 
More information, photos & videos at our wehsite 
www.coibadventure.coni 

info@coibadventiire.com *800-800-0907 • 314-566-8555 


In Los Suefios Resort & Marina 
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ILLUSTRATION BY STEVE HAEEELE 

EVAFOG 


SOMETIMES THOSE WHO WANDER ARE LOST. 



point. But when 
there are witnesses around, 
it’s always embarrassing. 

A guy with whom I 
fished occasionally years 
ago but haven’t seen in a 
while, David something or 
other, one winter promised 
two mutual fishing buddies 
a great wading experience 
near Port O’Connor, Texas. 
That morning’s forecast 
called for fog, the thick kind, 
but visibility wasn’t so bad 
as the boat eased away from 
dock just before full dawn. 

However, the farther they 
ran across the bay toward 
David’s “secret” fishy flat, 
the denser the fog got. And 
by the time his GPS put 
them in the neighborhood, 
they couldn’t have seen 
the house next door. David 
idled the boat cautiously 
forward, bouncing a 
spotlight low off the 
water in search of an old 
duck blind that had to be 
there somewhere. 

And there it was. So there 
they were. The outboard 
was shifted into neutral, 
and David let the boat 
glide forward a little before 
easing his anchor gently 
into knee-deep water. 

They would walk the 
hard-sand edge of this 
vast flat, straight down 
the shoreline, he instruct- 
ed, casting off their right 
shoulders across mud-and- 
grass bottom where water 


was a degree or so warmer. 

There might be a few 
decent fish nearby, he 
noted, but he’d stopped well 
short of where the biggest 
trout were caught earlier 
that week. 

“The good ones are 
farther up that way,” David 
said, waving his rod tip 
toward the whiteness. 

Pausing and tilting his 
head, he added, “Nobody’s 
here. We’ll probably have 
this spot to ourselves until 
the fog picks up.” 

And with that, they 
slipped into the water. 


maintaining eye contact 
in what little sunlight 
penetrated the thickening 
fog as they shuffled away 
from the boat and deeper 
into the damp shroud. 

Trusting that the soup 
would lift — eventually — 
they followed David down 
the shoreline. The only 
sounds they heard were 
those of lures spattering 
the bay’s slick surface and 
the occasional trout trying 
to shake a hook. 

“We’re close,” David 
promised after they’d 
walked and fished nearly 


It’s happened 
to most of us 
who fish and 
hunt at some 


half an hour. “Ought to be in 
better trout soon.” 

And they were. One of the 
guys hooked a 4-pounder. 
David got one about the 
same size. And for the next 
little while, it seemed, they 
hooked and landed fish 
every dozen or so steps 
down the edge of the flat. 

During a brief lull in the 
action, David lifted an index 
finger to his lips and uttered 
a quick “Ssshhhhhh!” “Hear 
that?” he asked. “That’s 
the sound of a hull in the 
water. Somebody beat us 
here this morning. There 
were wet trailers in the 
lot. Remember?” 

“Vaguely,” said the others, 
but they hadn’t heard 
anyone else all morning. 
Maybe it was a guy on his 
own. They shuffled on, still 
fishing, and now straining to 
locate that other fisherman. 

David finally bellowed 
into the fog. “Anybody 
out there?” But he got no 
reply. So they kept fishing 
and kept moving, until one 
of the men said: “There! 
There’s the guy’s boat!” 
“Think he’s OK?” Maybe 
he’d gotten lost in the fog. 

Indeed, he had. After 
nearly an hour supposedly 
walking “straight down the 
shoreline” and away from 
the bow of his boat, David 
found himself staring right 
at its stern. 

“Apparently,” said the 
more sarcastic of David’s 
fishing partners, “we’ve 
walked all the way around 
the world.” ® 
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I nv in If IDLE HAS SET A NEW INDUSTRY Sl^BfARDf'FOR QUALITY, FIT & FINISH AND CUSTOMER SERVICE BY 
WHICH ALL OTHER BOAT MANUFACTURERS ARE NOW MEASURED.” 


OUR PATENTED “STEPPED-VEE VENTILATED TUNNEL” (SWT) HULL CREATES THE LOWEST DRAG COEFFICIENT OF ANY MONO 
HULL ON THE MARKET. THIS MEANS INCREASED SPEED, BEHER FUEL ECONOMY THAN CONVENTIONAL STEPPED HULLS, 
AND AN ALL-AROUND BEHER RIDE. 
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RELIABIUTY IS A FAMILY TRADITION 
MEET THE NEXT GENERATION. 


INTRODUCING THE NEWEST MEMBERS OF THE IN-LINE FOUR FAMILY. 

At Yamaha, we share your passion for time on the water and know when power gets iighter, faster, stronger and 
smarter, boating gets even better. Class-leading performance and record-setting reliability, that’s what made the original 
Yamaha FI 50 the best-selling 1 50 four stroke of all time. Now it has inspired a full line of Next-Generation 1-4 performers. 

Meet the aii new advanced-technoiogy In-Line Fours-the F200, F175, F150 and F1 15. This powerful family offers up 
1 6-valve, DOHC in-line designs and electronic fuel injection. Yamaha’s next-generation design even gives the F200 and F1 1 5 
class-leading DOHC power-to-weight ratios, for incredible acceleration, midrange punch and outstanding fuel economy. 

And know, each of these new models share the same Yamaha DNA that built our time-tested reputation for reliability and 
satisfaction with boaters just like you. 


Discover the next generation of In-Line Four 
performance at YamahaOutboards.com/lnLineFour. 




